[image: ]
[bookmark: _top]EXTRAORDINARY COVID-19 UPDATEWEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 2nd February 2021


· Updated IPC guidance
· COVID-19 vaccination cohorts and supply
· Transfer of vaccines 
·  Vaccination of healthcare workers 
· Vaccine wastage 
· Second doses 
· IT issues 
· NHSE National Workforce Supply
· COVID-19 Vaccine and fertility
· COVID-19 vaccination figures


[bookmark: Mark_1]1.	Updated IPC guidance
To read the updated IPC national guidance, please click here. There have been no fundamental or substantial changes. 
Page 7 contains details on the amendments, including dental and mental health appendices. 
The key evidence-based messages remain consistent and include:
Hand hygiene 
Physical distance of two metres, inside and out 
PPE, including face masks for all patients (if not detrimental to care) 
Cleaning of environment and equipment 
Staff and patient testing






[bookmark: Mark_2]2.	COVID-19 vaccination cohorts and supply
The roll out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme continues at pace, with the inclusion of two new cohorts (people over 70 and those clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19) last week. Vaccinating the first two groups (care home residents and staff, and those aged 80 and over and frontline health and care staff) will remain the priority, but vaccination sites with enough supply and capacity for vaccinating further people are allowed to offer vaccinations to the next 2 cohorts.  
Following earlier issues with vaccine supply, the BMA are being reassured that they are becoming more stable each week although some batches can still vary.
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Last week, NHSE/I has published guidance on Mutual aid and the transfer of COVID-19 vaccines between Hospital Hubs, Vaccination Centres and Local Vaccination Services. Annex B of the document sets out that as long as the relevant guidance is followed, local commissioner should be offering a supportive role in facilitating the movement of the AstraZeneca vaccine within a PCN grouping and do not need to seek formal approval for moving the vaccine in line with the arrangements set out in the letter. It also advises that once moved, the vaccine should either be administered or immediately put in a refrigerator at a practice site within the PCN grouping, and ideally administered within 24 hours or as soon as practical over the following days. 
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The BMA has been campaigning to ensure all healthcare workers are given the opportunity to be vaccinated as soon as possible and are therefore pleased that NHSE/I has reiterated that vaccinating all healthcare staff against COVID-19 is an absolute and immediate priority. NHS staff do not require an NHS number or GP registration to receive a vaccination and should never be denied one on this basis, either in person when presenting for a vaccine, or through design of booking systems. If a member of staff does not have an NHS number, then employers should vaccinate now, record locally via a paper system and ensure that that the vaccination event is more formally documented later. NHSE/I is working towards a longer-term solution, but employers should not wait for this before vaccinating. NHSE/I has also written a letter encouraging frontline health and social care workers to get the COVID-19 vaccine as soon as possible
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The BMA continue to have reports of some CCGs demanding that vaccines are thrown away rather than giving second doses or vaccinating other cohorts. They would like to reiterate that NHSE/I has made it clear that the top priority is that all vaccines be used and therefore must not be deliberately wasted. All sites should have reserve lists that they can use to make every effort to invite patients or healthcare professionals to ensure that they can make full use of any unused vaccines rather than have any go to waste. Read more about vaccine supply in the BMA’s advice webpage on healthcare worker vaccination and report any concerns about this via the feedback portal
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The BMA have raised with NHSE/I the need for practice sites to be able to start planning for giving second doses by booking appointments. This requires confirmation of delivery schedules in March and April, particularly of the Pfizer vaccine. The BMA hope NHSE/I will be able to confirm arrangements for this shortly. Practices should plan for 6 doses per vial for second dose, but where there is not enough for a 6th dose, NHSE/I will look to make an emergency delivery of smaller amounts of more vaccine to make up the difference. 
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As a result of IT problems some vaccination sites have had to record patient information on paper rather than inputting it directly into the Pinnacle system. We would therefore encourage practice sites to upload this information as soon as possible, which also needs to do be done for payment purposes. This will also help NHSE/I to plan properly for the timing of the second dose delivery. Extra funding had been made available to PCN groupings to bring in additional workforce until the end of January to ensure that all records for vaccination of priority cohorts were up to date and recorded properly in Pinnacle. PCN groupings will be eligible to claim up to £950 per week of funding support and further details as to how to claim this will be circulated once available.

[bookmark: Mark_8]8.	NHSE National Workforce Supply 
NHSE/I/has also published guidance on Access to National Workforce Supply Routes for Primary Care Network (PCN) Groupings. All NHSE/I guidance for primary care about the COVID-19 vaccination programme is available  here 

[bookmark: Mark_9]9.	COVID-19 vaccine and fertility
The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) and the Royal College of Medicine have published a statement responding to misinformation around COVID-19 vaccine and fertility. RCOG has also published information and advice for pregnant women about the COVID-19 vaccine, including an updated Q&A section.  

[bookmark: Mark_10]10.	COVID-19 vaccination figures 
Until now, weekly figures published by NHS England have contained information based on region and age group. Going forward, these figures will be supplemented by ethnicity and occupational data to understand vaccination uptake in high-risk groups (BAME, people living in deprived areas) in order to tackle health inequalities. Data according to site of administration, i.e. mass vaccination centre, hospitals hubs, GP practices are not yet published but the BMA understand that in England over 70% of vaccinations are given by GP sites.  


Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us  

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00  and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net

Helpful Links:

BMA COVID-19: toolkit for GPs and GP practices https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/gp-practices/covid-19-toolkit-for-gps-and-gp-practices Comprehensive guidance for GPs, partners, and practice managers to manage employment and contractual issues and service provision during the coronavirus pandemic.

GOVERNMENT WEBSITE: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND: https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/implementing-phase-3-of-the-nhs-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/

As you will already appreciate Guidance is continually changing at a fast pace, therefore Birmingham LMC will be unable to update any links on a regular basis and would respectfully ask that any practice who wish to continue to use this information ensure that these links are updated and validated against the most recent advice
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