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EXTRAORDINARY COVID-19 UPDATEWEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 7th January 2021


· COVID-19 Vaccination Standard operating Procedure
· Patient Specific Direction (PSD) for the administration of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine
· Patient Group Direction (PGD) for the administration of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine
· COVID-19 Vaccination Payment in Care Homes – Reminder
· COVID-19 Response Levels Workload prioritisation for primary care
· COVID-19 Vaccination for Healthcare Professionals
· Government Shielding Guidance
· Deployment of COVID-19 Vaccine Oxford/AstraZeneca for pharmacy teams

[bookmark: mark_1]1.	COVID-19 Vaccination Standard operating Procedure
In response to recent changes and the introduction of the new Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine the Standard operating procedure: COVID-19 local vaccination services deployment in community settings has been updated.

[bookmark: mark_2]2.	Patient Specific Direction (PSD) for the administration of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine
This Patient Safety Directive Document (PSD) is a key document to support the delivery and administration of the AZ vaccine from 4 January 2021. This document has been developed alongside PHE colleagues to ensure it is consistent with the guidance and is for all sites where the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine is being delivered and administered. Please note and use the PSD to be able to deliver the vaccine.


[bookmark: mark_3]3.	Patient Group Direction (PGD) for the administration of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine

Please see the Link below to the Patient Group Direction (PGD) relating to the AstraZeneca vaccine which has been published by NHSE:

https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/patient-group-direction-for-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-chadox1-s-recombinant/



[bookmark: mark_4]4.	COVID-19 Vaccination Payment in Care Homes – Reminder
The additional £10 payment applies to both doses, when the first is given in January and has been backdated to 24 December.  There is a plan to do a one-off retrospective collection to capture vaccinations given between 14 December and 2 January.  Please see the information below received from Pinnacle:
Pinnacle have been asked to facilitate the immediate recording of the vaccination setting, in order to automate the payment of the care home additional payments announced on 31st December 2020.

We have now implemented the changes required to start to record the information required.
These changes are only visible in PCN/Community Pharmacy sites - mass vaccination centres are unaffected.

1. A new question, asking for the vaccination setting, has been added at the end of the patient demographics section.
This asks whether the vaccination took place in a Vaccination Site or in a Care Home.
The answer defaults to "Vaccination Site" as these are the majority of records and so for normal clinic operations, no change or entry needs to be made.

2. A new question, asking for the Care Home details, only appears if the Vaccination Setting is a Care Home
This is an auto-complete entry - as you type the name, address or postcode of the care home, a selection will appear that you can choose from.
The platform has been updated with all currently CQC-registered long-stay care home or long-stay residential facilities.
Only staff or residents in CQC-registered homes are selectable.
The question should remember the last entry made by the user to help reduce data entry - once a record has been saved, the next time the question is answered, the previous entry will be available immediately as a selection; if the user is now in a different care home, typing the name, address or postcode of the care home will widen the selection to allow the correct entry to be made.

3. A new question, asking for the Vaccinated Individual , only appears if the Vaccination Setting is a Care Home
This is a choice of "Resident" or "Staff" that must be answered to save the record.
We have sought to minimise the data entry so that normal efficient entries are not affected and that the additional burden of entering the care home details are as low-key as possible.

Please Note that the incentive has been back-dated to 24th December 2020, before the announcement and the request to change the service template were made. The Programme team will advise what arrangements will be made for records made before the platform was updated at 6am 2nd January 2021 in due course. Pinnacle's advice at the current time is for PCN sites not to retrospectively adjust records.

The service user guides available in the Resource Centre will be updated to provide screenshots as soon as possible; however, we hope the changes made are self-explanatory.




[bookmark: mark_5]5.	COVID-19 Response Levels Workload prioritisation for primary care
As the UK Response Level to COVID-19 has been classified as Level 5 Emergency response Prevalence very high, workload prioritisation should now be re-assessed. The following link from the BMA provides workload prioritisation guidance  for the different response levels: https://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/pluginfile.php/149509/mod_page/content/40/RCGP_BMA-COVID_response_levels_05112020.pdf
The document attached (Enc.1) outlines types of work that should be undertaken in primary care, depending on COVID-19 prevalence. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk60916724][bookmark: mark_6]6.	COVID-19 Vaccination for Healthcare Professionals
NHSE have advised that locums and other health care workers should be prioritised via their GPs in priority group 2 i.e., with the over 80s.  GPs should be aware that if they are contacted by a health care worker to ensure that they are offered appointments in line with other group 2 patients. Please see the attached document: Operational Guidance: Vaccination of Frontline Health & Social Care Workers (Enc.3) 

[bookmark: mark_7]7.	Government Shielding Guidance
Following the Government's new lockdown announcement, please find below updated guidance on shielding for those considered clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 for your use:
Update on guidance to Health Professionals  
Patient letter

[bookmark: mark_8]8.	Deployment of COVID-19 Vaccine Oxford/AstraZeneca for pharmacy teams

This letter sent on 31 December 2020 from Keith Ridge, Chief Pharmaceutical Officer for England, outlines the implications for governance, handling, and preparation of the vaccines for pharmacy teams. 









Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us  

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00  and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net

Helpful Links:

BMA COVID-19: toolkit for GPs and GP practices https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/gp-practices/covid-19-toolkit-for-gps-and-gp-practices Comprehensive guidance for GPs, partners, and practice managers to manage employment and contractual issues and service provision during the coronavirus pandemic.

GOVERNMENT WEBSITE: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND: https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/implementing-phase-3-of-the-nhs-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/


As you will already appreciate Guidance is continually changing at a fast pace, therefore Birmingham LMC will be unable to update any links on a regular basis and would respectfully ask that any practice who wish to continue to use this information ensure that these links are updated and validated against the most recent advice
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