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EXTRAORDINARY COVID-19 UPDATEWEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 16th February 2021


· COVID-19 Population Risk Assessment
· Transport of Astra Zeneca vaccine to GP practices within the PCN Grouping  
· COVID Vaccination invites JCVI cohorts 5 and 6
· Vaccination of frontline health and social care workers 
· Freeing up practices to support COVID-19 vaccination  


[bookmark: Mark_1]1.	COVID-19 Population Risk Assessment
DHSC have issued a letter (Enc.1) yesterday evening relating to a new COVID-19 Population Risk Assessment tool that will be used to identify those at highest risk from COVID-19 and if they are not already on the Shielding List they will be automatically added, and therefore eligible for vaccination.  The tool has been developed by the QRisk team led by Prof Julia Hippisley-Cox at Oxford.
Patients will be notified directly and practices do not need to do this. Those individuals aged 19-69 added to the SPL should be recognised as having an equivalent risk to those previously identified as CEV. In practical terms, this means that those under 65 should be prioritised ahead of others in cohort 6 once the new high risk flags are visible on practice systems.


[bookmark: Mark_2]2.	Transport of Astra Zeneca vaccine to GP practices within the PCN Grouping  
The NHSE/I has confirmed that the SPS SOP (Standard Operating Procedure) has been updated to make clear that the Astra Zeneca COVID-19 vaccine does not need to be used immediately after being transported within the PCN grouping. The SOP states: 
1.1.2.       The vaccine should be used as soon as it is received or immediately put in a refrigerator to be administered as soon as possible thereafter. This has been defined as meaning within 24 hours or over the following days. 






[bookmark: Mark_3]3.	COVID Vaccination invites JCVI cohorts 5 and 6
Last week, eligible patients (70 or over) who have not yet heard  from their practice or received a letter and have not yet taken up a vaccine offer, were invited to contact the online booking service, call 119 or contact their GP practice directly. This aims to catch patients who may have been missed by or not responded to previous communications.

While the focus continues to be to vaccinate JCVI groups 1-4  if this is complete vaccination sites are permitted to offer appointments to people in cohort 5 and 6 instead of risking wastage. 
Practices have also been asked to contact their clinically extremely vulnerable patients, who are shielding, to ensure they have been offered the vaccine. 
You should by now have received a letter from NHSEI (Enc.2) which outlines the next stage of the vaccination programme. It also contains information about an additional payment of £10 on top of the IoS fee for vaccinations given to all those in residential settings, such as care homes for people with learning disabilities or mental health problems, or hostel/hotel accommodation for the homeless, where it would not be possible for these patients to attend vaccination sites.
Whilst they are encouraging PCN-led sites to focus on cohort 6, and cohort 5 (those aged 65-69) will shortly start receiving an invitation from the national booking service (NBS) to attend a vaccination centre or community pharmacy setting, PCN sites may still vaccinate patients in this cohort and be paid for doing so should a patient request an appointment.
An NHS paper (Enc.3) outlining details of the vaccine allocations is also available for information.

[bookmark: Mark_4]4.	Vaccination of frontline health and social care workers 
Protecting frontline health and social care workers from COVID-19 remains a priority, something that the BMA has been lobbying on, and NHSE/I has written to commissioners this week asking for reassurance that the offer of a vaccination frontline health and social care workers, as priority cohorts, has been fulfilled.  
Practices are encouraged to liaise with local system partners to ensure that any staff who have not yet been offered a vaccine are offered one, including any locum GPs they are in regular contact with, as soon as practically possible.  
Social care workers are now able to, for a limited period until 28 February, to self-book a vaccination at a vaccination centre or community pharmacy led local vaccination service online 

[bookmark: Mark_5]5.	Freeing up practices to support COVID-19 vaccination  
NHSE/I has written to practices and commissioners providing further measures on freeing up practices to support COVID-19 vaccinations, following their letter of 7 January 2021. The letter sets out the arrangements for additional funding for PCN clinical directors, and income protection arrangements for the Minor Surgery DES and QOF (Quality and Outcomes Framework). 


Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC can not accept patient identifiable data.

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net

Helpful Links:

BMA COVID-19: toolkit for GPs and GP practices https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/gp-practices/covid-19-toolkit-for-gps-and-gp-practices Comprehensive guidance for GPs, partners, and practice managers to manage employment and contractual issues and service provision during the coronavirus pandemic.

GOVERNMENT WEBSITE: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND: https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/implementing-phase-3-of-the-nhs-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/

As you will already appreciate Guidance is continually changing at a fast pace, therefore Birmingham LMC will be unable to update any links on a regular basis and would respectfully ask that any practice who wish to continue to use this information ensure that these links are updated and validated against the most recent advice
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