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· COVID-19 vaccination programme priority groups
· Limiting COVID-19 vaccine wastage
· Care Home Supplement payments for COVID-19 Vaccination
· NHS Registration of private patients for vaccination purposes
·  Securing enhanced and suitable PPE
· Lateral flow testing in primary care
· Testing requirement for visiting professionals entering care homes
· BMA joins calls for emergency legislation to protect medics from ‘unlawful killing’ cases
· COVID-19 vaccine communication resources


[bookmark: Mark_1]1.	COVID-19 vaccination programme priority groups
From last week, people aged 70 and over and those clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 can be invited to get their vaccinations as the roll out of the vaccination for the next 2 priority groups begins. Vaccinating the first two groups (care home residents and staff, and those aged 80 and over and frontline health and care staff) will remain the priority, but vaccination sites which have enough supply and capacity for vaccinating further people are allowed to offer vaccinations to the next 2 cohorts. The BMA have however raised with NHSE/I their concerns about the way invitation letters are being sent to patients, and that these are not coordinated with local practice group sites, causing potential confusion for some patients and unnecessary travelling to more remote vaccination centres. 

[bookmark: Mark_2]2.	Limiting COVID-19 vaccine wastage
NHS England has made it clear that vaccines should not be wasted, and sites should have reserve lists that they can use to make every effort to invite patients or healthcare professionals to ensure that they can make full use of any unused vaccines rather than have any go to waste. The BMA have also added a section on vaccine supply to the BMA’s advice webpage on healthcare worker vaccination and are encouraging members to anonymously report any concerns about this via their feedback portal.  





[bookmark: Mark_3]3.	Care Home Supplement payments for COVID-19 Vaccination
Following last week’s announcement about additional funding to support the rapid delivery of vaccinations to care home staff and residents, NHSE/I has now published Process for the payment of Item of Service fees and Care Home Supplement payments to PCN groupings (log in required, so document is also attached as Enc.1). The BMA have raised concerns about the complexity of this process but PCNs bringing in additional workforce between now and the end of January to ensure that all records for vaccination of priority cohorts are up to date and recorded properly in Pinnacle will be eligible to claim up to £950 per week (a maximum of £2500 per PCN grouping) of funding support. (Further details awaited)

[bookmark: Mark_4]4.	NHS Registration of private patients for vaccination purposes
There have been some concerns about the availability of the COVID vaccine for private patients. The easiest way for private patients to access the vaccination programme is to temporarily register with an NHS practice involved in the vaccination programme. If they have not got an NHS number they will be provided with one as part of the registration process. We would encourage practices to do this for private patients and for local vaccination sites to make the bookings. However if a patient does not want to do this if they have ever had any contact with an NHS service they should still receive a vaccination letter via the national database.  

[bookmark: Mark_5]5.	Securing enhanced and suitable PPE 
In light of the continued spread of the new more transmissible variant of COVID-19, as well as growing evidence of aerosol transmission of the virus in non-AGP settings, the BMA is determined to ensure that every doctor is properly protected with adequate and suitable PPE. That’s why the BMA has written to Public Health England asking for an urgent review of their PPE guidance.  
As we reported last week, the Government has extended the provision of free COVID-19 PPE for all health, social care and public sector workers, until at least the end of June. Read the BMA’s updated PPE guidance and the guidance for practices on reducing COVID-19 transmission and PPE. 


















[bookmark: Mark_6]6.	Lateral flow testing in primary care
Orders of lateral flow tests for those organisations ordering after the initial deadline of 30 December but before 17 January will be delivered from this week. Primary care contractors should still place orders on the PCSE portal if they have not done so to date. As the maximum amount of boxes of tests that can be ordered on the PCSE portal is now 27 (one box is for one member of staff), contractors who need to place an order for more than 27 members of staff should email pcse.urgentsupplies@nhs.net. Orders placed as from last week will be delivered as part of contractors’ BAU orders on their usual scheduled delivery day with PCSE. Contractors should ensure that they do not place duplicate orders on the portal, as these will be automatically removed
Primary care staff who are testing twice weekly with lateral flow devices are reminded that reporting of results (positive, negative or void) is a statutory requirement. Staff should report their results as soon as possible on the NHS Digital platform
A reminder that primary care contractors who are part of a PCN grouping for a vaccination site should ensure that they order tests for their staff working at the site as part of their order of LFD


[bookmark: Mark_7]7.	Testing requirement for visiting professionals entering care homes
As per the Care Home Visitors COVID-19 Testing Guidance, all professionals visiting care homes should be tested prior to entry, unless they are already testing twice a week in line with lateral flow testing procedures for NHS staff. Care homes received a supply of Lateral Flow Devices (LFD) to test visitors to care homes on the door.
As primary care contractors will now have access to regular testing through LFDs, patient-facing staff who are using LFDs twice weekly and who are following associated guidance on self-isolation and confirmatory PCR tests, in line with the SOP, will not need re-testing upon entering a care home.
They may be asked to confirm that they are testing twice weekly and for the date of their last test. If primary care staff are not carrying out twice weekly LFD testing, they should be tested with an LFD by the care home upon on the door. This also applies to any staff undertaking vaccinations.







[bookmark: Mark_8]8.	BMA joins calls for emergency legislation to protect medics from 'unlawful killing' cases 
The BMA has co-signed a letter calling for emergency legislation to protect healthcare workers from 'inappropriate' legal action over Covid-19 treatment decisions. The story was covered by Sky News and BBC News. The letter, organised by the MPS and signed by other health organisations and addressed to Matt Hancock, reads: "With the chief medical officers now determining that there is a material risk of the NHS being overwhelmed within weeks, our members are worried that not only do they face being put in this position but also that they could subsequently be vulnerable to a criminal investigation by the police." 

[bookmark: Mark_9]9.	COVID-19 vaccine communication resources
The NHSE communications resource pack includes key messages, guidance, templates and resources to share and engage with different audiences. It’s especially important to ensure that both patients and staff, when eligible, are getting the COVID-19 vaccination. This pack includes considerations for communicating with Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) communities about the vaccines.
Public Health England’s Campaign Resource Centre has lots of materials to communicate the progress and delivery of the COVID-19 vaccines which can be used to help increase take up of the vaccinations.


Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us  

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00  and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net








Helpful Links:

BMA COVID-19: toolkit for GPs and GP practices https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/gp-practices/covid-19-toolkit-for-gps-and-gp-practices Comprehensive guidance for GPs, partners, and practice managers to manage employment and contractual issues and service provision during the coronavirus pandemic.

GOVERNMENT WEBSITE: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND: https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/implementing-phase-3-of-the-nhs-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/

As you will already appreciate Guidance is continually changing at a fast pace, therefore Birmingham LMC will be unable to update any links on a regular basis and would respectfully ask that any practice who wish to continue to use this information ensure that these links are updated and validated against the most recent advice
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