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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER –29th January 2021

· Planned Extractions for the National Workforce Reporting System (NWRS)
· PCN DES ballot results (England) 
· GPC regional elections 
· Specsavers Audiology Services
· Inappropriate transfer of workload requests
· Legal advice note commissioned by GPDF on Covid-19 vaccination programme
· Reporting COVID cases after vaccination


[bookmark: mark_1]1.	Planned Extractions for the National Workforce Reporting System (NWRS) : For a full explanation please refer to the links provided in the paragraph below:
The planned extraction at the end of this month of General Practice data through the National Workforce Reporting System (NWRS) will no longer take place. NHS Digital are temporarily reverting to quarterly extracts for General Practice data which they and their NHS England colleagues hope will help to reduce the burden on Practices and PCNs over the coming weeks in line with NHS England’s recent letter (https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/03/C1026_Freeing-up-GP-practices-letter_070121.pdf)   The next extraction for both General Practice and PCN workforce data will therefore be midnight 31st March 2021 (covering the period January – March 2021). This should include any staff funded through the General Practice Covid Capacity Expansion Fund.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk59531770][bookmark: mark_10][bookmark: mark_2]2.	PCN DES ballot results (England) 

In November, the LMC England conference passed the following resolution: Conference notes that the BMA GPC (GP committee) England has never secured a robust democratic mandate for the PCN DES and so again asks the GPC England to secure a firm mandate from the entire profession by means of ballot before negotiating any extension or changes to the PCN DES for the year 2021 / 2022. 
 
As a result GPCE have completed a ballot, with the question based on the motion: “Prior to any further negotiations, extension or changes for 2021/22, do you give GPC England a mandate for the PCN directed enhanced service? 
 
The result of the ballot was: 
	Yes: 80% (3,619) 
No: 20% (915) 
Total number responding: 4,534 
 
This outcome provides a clear mandate from the profession for the PCN DES, and GPC England will therefore continue to negotiate on this, seeking improvements and further developing it, as part of the whole GP contract, for the benefit of practices and our patients. Read more here 



[bookmark: mark_3]3.	GPC regional elections 

Nominations opened at 12pm on Friday 22 January for seats to the General Practitioners Committee (GPC) in the following regions: 
 
Norfolk/Suffolk/Great Yarmouth & Waveney 
Enfield & Haringey/Camden & Islington/ Barnet/Kensington & Chelsea/Westminster 
Merton, Sutton & Wandsworth/Kingston & Richmond 
Sefton/Liverpool/Wirral 
Salford & Trafford/Manchester/Stockport 
Durham/Cleveland 
Northern Ireland 
Grampian/Highland/Orkney/Shetland/Western Isles 
Glasgow & Clyde 
Forth Valley/Fife /Lothian/Tayside 
Somerset/N & E Devon 
E Sussex/W Sussex 
Derbys/ Notts 
Gwent/Bro Taf/Morgannwg 
Herefordshire/Worcs/Warks/Coventry 
Birmingham/Solihull 
Barnsley/Doncaster/Rotherham/Sheffield* 
 
*This is a by-election and is for a two-year term only from 2021-23. The next meeting of GPC UK is Thursday 18 March – if you are standing in this election please hold this date in your diary.  

These seats are for a three-year term, 2021-24 sessions, subject to governance structure review.  

Nominations also opened 12pm on Friday 22 January to the below seat on GPC UK – this seat is for a three-year term from 2021-24: 
 
Prison GP representative 
 
Please note that in previous years there was a requirement that only GPs who paid the voluntary level could nominate themselves for election. That requirement has now been removed. 
 
To submit your nomination please visit https://elections.bma.org.uk/. The deadline for nominations is 12pm Friday 12 February. Voting will take place from 12pm 19 February to 12 March for the by-election and 19 March for all other seats.  
 
For any questions relating to the role or GPC please contact info.gpc@bma.org.uk 
If you have any queries regarding the election process, please contact elections@bma.org.uk. 

[bookmark: mark_4]4.	Specsavers Audiology Services
As an essential healthcare provider, Specsavers would like to remind practices that they remain open to provide care to patients in your area with age related hearing loss. Specsavers is commissioned to offer NHS audiology assessment, hearing aid fitting and aftercare services by the majority of CCGs in England*, ensuring that no patient has to be isolated during the pandemic. Please see attached letter (Enc.1) for further details including the referral process.

[bookmark: mark_5]5.	Inappropriate transfer of workload requests
We continue to receive notifications of inappropriate transfers of workload sent to Primary Care. We thank you for this information and we are continuing to keep a log of such incidents and will add any received for discussion. In light of this we would like to remind practices of the following information produced by the BMA which also has letter templates for you to use and we have provided the link below for you. 
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices/managing-workload/pushing-back-on-inappropriate-workload

[bookmark: mark_6]6.	Legal advice note commissioned by GPDF on Covid-19 vaccination programme
Following a request by a number of LMCs the GPDF sought legal advice on the merits of any potential legal challenge to the decision of the UK Government to change its guidance on the Covid-19 vaccination programme.
A summary of that advice is attached (Enc.2). This is a generic summary that must only be used as a whole and is no substitute for fact specific advice.

COVID UPDATE

[bookmark: mark_7]1.	Reporting COVID cases after vaccination
You may have come across the following guidance pertaining to The Public Health England (PHE) Immunisation Department  conducting enhanced surveillance of cases of infection in vaccinated individuals.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-enhanced-surveillance-of-cases-in-vaccinated-individuals/reporting-to-the-enhanced-surveillance-of-covid-19-cases-in-vaccinated-individuals
This was raised with PHE by the BMA to which the following response was given:
I raised it with PHE and they say that whilst they'd welcome practices completing it if possible it's primarily for hospitals to complete when they admit positive cases post vaccination.  They will then do the necessary PCR and sample testing to allow for analysis of any variants.
Therefore the current guidance stipulates that this it is not mandatory for GP’s to complete at this present time. 


Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us  



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net

Helpful Links:
BMA COVID-19: toolkit for GPs and GP practices https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/gp-practices/covid-19-toolkit-for-gps-and-gp-practices Comprehensive guidance for GPs, partners, and practice managers to manage employment and contractual issues and service provision during the coronavirus pandemic.
GOVERNMENT WEBSITE: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND: https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/implementing-phase-3-of-the-nhs-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/


As you will already appreciate Guidance is continually changing at a fast pace, therefore Birmingham LMC will be unable to update any links on a regular basis and would respectfully ask that any practice who wish to continue to use this information ensure that these links are updated and validated against the most recent advice. 
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