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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 10th of February 2023




1. New: Notification of Infectious Diseases
2. Reminder: FIT pathway
3. Medical certificates to establish unfitness for jury duty
4. Register with a GP surgery service expansion 
5. Cyber security in general practice 




[bookmark: NO1]1.New: Notification of Infectious Diseases

Colleagues are reminded that medical practitioners have a statutory duty to notify the local Health Protection Team of suspected cases of infectious diseases. 

The West Midlands Health Protection Team are now based at:
Level 2, Zone 1
UKHSA
23 Stephenson Street
Birmingham
B2 4BH
 
Office Hours please call:  0344 225 3560 – option 2
Out of Hours: 01384 649 031 (health professionals only)

Please click to view the latest Notification of Infectious Disease (NOID) form.



[bookmark: NO2]2.Reminder: FIT pathway
Primary care colleagues are reminded of the current FIT pathway for patients with suspected colorectal cancer. If you have any queries or concerns, please email nhsbsolicb.bsolcancerteam@nhs.net. 
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3.Medical certificates to establish unfitness for jury duty

Practices are reminded that medical certificates to establish unfitness for jury duty must be issued free of charge to a patient that requires one. For the full list of prescribed medical certificates issued free of charge, please see relevant GMS and PMS Regulations and APMS Directions.

[bookmark: NO4]4.Register with a GP surgery service expansion
More than 100,000 successful registrations have now been submitted using the ‘Register with a GP surgery’ online service. NHS England is working with almost 600 practices to refine the service, which reduces the admin workload for GP teams by up to 15 minutes per registration, whilst offering patients choice and convenience in how they register. A new-look paper form is also being trialed which aims to make it easier for patients to complete, whilst structured in a way to support more efficient processing by practices.
This roadmap has more information. Use the self-enrolment feature or contact the dedicated support team to begin using the registration service. Further information can be found on the resource hub.
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5.Cyber Security in General Practice
Please find attached presentation from the LMC Information Sharing Session held on Wednesday 8th February.  If anyone has any questions or issues then please either contact the LMC or the ICB Cyber Security Team :
Andy Evans (andy.evans8@nhs.net 07763831843)
Martyn Godsell (martyngodsell@nhs.net 07834552911)

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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