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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 11th of November 2022

1. GUIDANCE TO REPROCUREMENT - Local Health Authority 
2. New: Community Direct Diagnostic Spirometry 
3. UPDATE FROM BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC HEALTH – Reprocurement Process 
4. UPDATE FROM BADGER 
5. New: Accessing UHB phlebotomy sites
6. Updates to GMS statement of financial entitlements 
7. Updates to network contract DES
8. Guidance for Coding Unpaid Carers Using SNOMED CT Including 


[bookmark: NO1]1.GUIDANCE TO REPROCUREMENT – Local Health Authority
GPs & or Practice managers will need to access Eventbrite and search for: 
“Guidance to Reprocurement (GPs)” 
2 sessions are available, they only need to attend one session
Thursday 26/11/22 1:30pm -2:30pm
Wednesday 30/11/22 1:30pm- 2:30pm 
These sessions are aimed at senior staff within practices responsible for authorising & monitoring contracts
The focus of these sessions will be to take GPs & PMs step by step through the Reprocurement process. 






[bookmark: NO2]2.New: Community Direct Diagnostic Spirometry
You will be aware that as part of the programme to address the backlog for patients requiring spirometry to confirm a ‘new’ diagnosis of asthma or COPD, BSol ICB launched a Spirometry Local Improvement Scheme (LIS). Eligibility to deliver the LIS requires a practitioner within your GP practice to hold the Association for Respiratory Technology & Physiology (ARTP) accreditation and be active on the ARTP register. You can offer this as individual practices or work collaboratively at a PCN level. 

However, it is appreciated that not all GP practices will have an ARTP accredited practitioner within their practice and therefore we have been working with the Birmingham Community HealthCare Trust to provide Direct Diagnostic Spirometry, for those GP practices. The service will operate the same as the LIS and eligibility is for those patients who are registered at a Birmingham GP practice and require a spirometry test to confirm a ‘new’ diagnosis for asthma or COPD. The referral form can be accessed here.

Please note, it is not for those patients who already have a confirmed diagnosis and are already listed on the respiratory registers as part of QOF. If you have any queries, please email carolwatson3@nhs.net.

[bookmark: NO3]3.UPDATE FROM BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC HEALTH - Reprocurement Process
Birmingham Public Health are holding 2 events to offer guidance on the reprocurement process for GP Practices. 
 Details are as follows: 
GPs & / or Practice managers will need to access Eventbrite and search for “Guidance to Reprocurement (GPs)”.  There are 2 sessions available, you only need to attend one session.
Thursday 26/11/22 1:30pm -2:30pm
Wednesday 30/11/22 1:30pm- 2:30pm 
These sessions are aimed at senior staff within practices responsible for authorising & monitoring contracts.  The focus of these sessions will be taken GPs & PMs step by step through the Reprocurement processes.   





[bookmark: NO4]4.UPDATE FROM BADGER 
We’re pleased to confirm that on Tuesday morning, 1st November, we were successfully re-connected to Adastra.   You should now be receiving post event message summaries for most patients dealt with from that date onwards. Some summaries are not original records, either because the clinician didn't have access to Adastra or because Adastra is no longer available for home visits. We apologise for these factors and are doing what we can to address them. 
Overall, the system is running acceptably although we have had teething problems:  
Owing to unprecedented demand from NHS111, we have problems with long waiting times for call-backs. This is especially difficult when patients have waited hours within the NHS111 process.  We’re discussing this matter with others and will update you with any developments.
If we cannot make notes at the time of the consultation you may receive a summary of the notes entered by a third party who was not the person who made the original notes. All paper records are being archived and indexed.
WebView (for special patients notes) was initially not working but Adastra has resolved this. We're happy to say that you can now add Palliative Care and Special Patient Notes directly onto our Adastra system. If your practice doesn’t already use WebView to add notes and would like to do so, please let me know.  I’ll send a copy of our presentation which gives more information about the method and a registration form to complete and return.
We are gradually restoring our clinical pathways and introducing improvements.  If you wish to discuss anything, please contact us:
Sue Bradbeer sue.bradbeer@badger.nhs.uk        
Fay Wilson fay.wilson@badger.nhs.uk 
Please continue to advise your staff of this information and if you receive any concerns or complaints from the outage period, we hope you will explain the situation to patients, offer our apologies and advise them there will be a delay in carrying out investigations as we need to trace their records. Please forward these issues to us.  
If you need to trace an original record, we can search the paper archive - please contact us at: qualityandcompliance@badger.nhs.uk 




[bookmark: NO5]5.New: Accessing UHB phlebotomy sites

Queen Elizabeth (QE) Hospital
On the QE site, a GP walk-in service is provided in the Anti-Coagulant department. This service is open from 8am to 1.45pm, Monday to Friday, for clinically urgent samples, or those patients who it has not been possible to bleed successfully at the surgery. Location is Anticoagulant Clinic in the Heritage Building west ground.

Please note, they do not offer a walk-in service in the main outpatients on the QE site. 

Birmingham Heartlands Hospital, Good Hope Hospital and Solihull Hospital
Adults and Children over 12 can attend a walk-in service at Good Hope and Solihull Hospital. 

Adults and Children over 16 can attend a walk-in service at Birmingham Heartlands, Good Hope and Solihull Hospital. 

Adult patients should only be directed to the hospital site for clinically urgent samples, or those patients who it has not been possible to bleed successfully at the surgery.  
 
Children under 12 can currently only be bled in the blood room adjacent to Ward 14 at BHH. Whenever possible this should be by appointment, patients are asked to arrange a booked appointment unless they need an urgent sample, If urgent we will accept walk in paediatric patients on the day. Paediatric phlebotomy booking number for Heartlands is 0121 424 1528.  

Only Trust patients, under the age of 12 can be bled on the Good Hope site.  It is hoped to open this up for Primary Care patients shortly.  Separate notification will be sent when this becomes available.  

Please click here to view opening times and locations. 

[bookmark: NO6]6.Updates to GMS Statement of Financial Entitlements (SFE)
Commissioners and contractors should be aware that an updated version of the GMS Statement of Financial Entitlements (SFE) was published on 27 October 2022. This version includes the recently updated dispensing fee scales and a consolidation of the vaccination and immunisation chapters. Commissioners and general practices may wish to use this version of the SFE about vaccination and immunisation requirements and payment information for ease of reference. 


[bookmark: NO7]7.Updates to Network Contract DES
This week, NHS England has issued an update to the 2022/23 Network Contract DES guidance. The guidance now contains new finance system codes that PCNs and commissioners will be required to use to support all payments under the DES from 1 November 2022, including the new PCN Capacity and Access Support Payment. Please contact england.gpcontracts@nhs.net with any questions.

[bookmark: NO8]8.Guidance for coding unpaid carers using SNOMED CT including a new code
We recently published guidance and an accompanying letter to support the consistent use of SNOMED CT codes for recording unpaid carer status in primary care records. Unpaid carers make a huge difference to the lives of our patients. They frequently step in to reduce the burden on health and care services. NHS Digital will be collecting baseline information on the number of unpaid carers through a new indicator in the Core GP Contract GPES extract. The codes can be used in line with CQC guidance and good holistic practice, and to demonstrate delivery of the NHS Long Term Plan objectives. 

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/

Birmingham Local Medical Committee – Newsletter 
image1.jpeg
Birmingham

LOCAL MEDICAL COMMITTEE

Supporting the Business of General Practice




