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[bookmark: NO1]1.FREE PROVISION OF COVID PPE
On 10 January, the government announced its decision to extend the central, free provision of Covid PPE to the health and care sector, by up to one year to March 2024 or until stocks are depleted (whichever is sooner). The scheme will provide protection for frontline staff against Covid as part of the government’s Living with Covid strategy. DHSC will publish details about stock-out dates by PPE category by April 2023. Further information about the extension and the scheme can be found on the DHSC website.








[bookmark: NO2]2.Digital and Transformation Lead ARRS role
The Digital and Transformation Lead role was introduced as a reimbursable role via the ARRS in October 2022. The key objective of the role is to support PCNs and their practices to deliver ongoing improvement to services utilising data to improve quality, efficiency, to support population health management, workforce or estate planning.
New guidance on this role, alongside an example Job Description and an FAQ section have now been published on FutureNHS (log in required) in order to support PCNs in implementing this role.

[bookmark: NO3]3.Primary Care Hub
NHS England Primary Care has launched our new Primary Care Hub, which connects all the current primary care FutureNHS spaces together onto one single homepage. Please do look at the wealth of information and resources, such as GP career support information, resources for primary care employers, managers and leaders on effectively managing teams and dedicated pharmacy and dentistry spaces - all available for PCNs, workforce teams, and primary care professionals.

[bookmark: NO4]4.Freedom to Speak Up
Freedom to Speak Up (FTSU) guardians and leads are invited to a series of upcoming focus groups which will look at the challenges, barriers, successes, and support required to establish FTSU in primary care. Virtual focus groups will be taking place on the following dates, for each contractor group:
Community pharmacy, 12 January, 2pm - 3.30pm
Optometry, 18 January, 9am -10.30am
Dentistry, 24 Jan, 2pm - 3.30pm
General practice, 2 February 2pm - 3.30pm
To express an interest for a 121 confidential conversation or to book on to a virtual focus group, please email scwcsu.ftsu@nhs.net.



[bookmark: NO5]5.Annual Health Checks (AHCs) – a reminder 
As we start 2023, it is timely to remember the benefits of continuing to provide AHCs for people with a learning disability, particularly at this time of year. This opportunity enables those most vulnerable in our communities to be supported with reasonable adjustments and be seen by primary care teams, to have their blood pressure and basic checks done, to review medicines and to talk about the things that may be worrying them.
AHCs also offer an opportunity to highlight the importance of having flu and COVID vaccinations, and to have a conversation about what patients may want and need if they become ill. This short film demonstrates why it is important for people with a learning disability to have an AHC and to follow a health action plan.
NHS England is also conducting a Primary Care Review with a focus on AHCs and would like your views to help us prioritise what should be included in the Learning Disability AHC. If you are involved in the delivery of the AHC within primary care (in a clinical, or non-clinical role) and want to contribute then please register for the AHC webinar.













	


	[bookmark: NO6]6.GP PENSIONS WEBINARS 2021/22 TYPE 1 AND TYPE 2 END OF YEAR FORMS
PCSE are hosting several webinars to help GPs and non-GP Partners complete their End of Year forms on PCSE Online. These sessions will cover how to submit Type 1 Annual Certificates and Type 2 Self Assessments, including a live Q&A opportunity.
 
To sign up for one of the sessions, please click on the date and time that you would like to attend below:
Type 1 Annual Certificates in PCSE Online - Monday 23 January 6pm-7pm
Type 2 Self Assessments in PCSE Online - Tuesday 24 January 6pm-7pm or Wednesday 25 January 6pm-7pm
 
How to submit your certificates
 
You can use PCSE Online to complete and submit your certificate which will save you time and helps to avoid any errors or delays. Last year we saw 22% of certificates submitted using PCSE Online with very positive feedback from those who did so.
 
An advisor or accountant can complete your form on PCSE Online if they have been assigned the GP Accountant role by the practice you work for. All you will need to do, once your accountant has completed the certificate, is log in and click submit to confirm the details are correct.
 
The 2021/22 Type 1 and Type 2 certificates will now be available to complete in PCSE Online from 27 January 2023. 
 
If this is your first time using PCSE Online to complete and submit your certificate, or you would just like a reminder of the process, please sign up to one of our webinars where we will demonstrate how to do this and answer any questions you have.
 
If you are unable to use PCSE Online, you can download the relevant form from the NHS Pensions website here and submit to PCSE via our Contact Us form here from 27 January 2023.
 
 
When is the deadline to submit 2021/22 certificates?
 
The deadline for submission of 2021/22 Type 1 and Type 2 certificates is 28 February 2023.



	










[bookmark: NO7]7.URGENT: System One USERS
NHS DIGITAL INSTRUCTED TPP TO MAKE MANDATORY CHANGES IN SystmOne ENABLING PATIENTS TO VIEW PROSPECTIVE DATA ADDED TO THEIR GP RECORD
THANK YOU TO JENNIE GRANT FOR BRINGING THE BELOW COMMUNICATION TO OUR ATTENTION:
As you will be aware, NHS Digital has instructed TPP to make a mandatory change in SystmOne, through the GP IT Futures contract, to enable patients to view prospective data added to their GP record.
You are receiving this Task to inform you that the change will be applied to your practice on 01 February 2023. This is because your practice has not opted out.
Please note, data will only be visible to patients from the date of switch on, so there is no need for practices to review information entered before 01 February 2023. Where patients had access to their record prior to the date of the change, the visibility of that data will not change – they will still be able to view that data in the same way they did prior to the change.
For more information about the change, including how to hide individual consultations from being viewed by a patient, please refer to the ‘Accelerated Access Guide’ which can be accessed from within SystmOne, by navigating to: Help > Support and FAQs > Documents & Training Guides
Practices can also view updated central support and guidance at digital.nhs.uk/records and email england.nhseimplementation@nhs.net with any queries.
IMPORTANT: If your practice does NOT wish for the change to be applied on 01 February 2023, you must take immediate action. Please email RecordAccess@tpp-uk.com by 27 January 2023 at the latest registering you opt-out. You must include your instruction, practice name, address and ODS code. If you do not register you opt-out by 27 January 2023, the change will be applied in accordance with NHS Digital’s instruction.

































Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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