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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 13th of March 2023

1. Contract Imposition Online Resources
2. New patient materials to support practice referrals to community pharmacists 
3. Message on behalf of Dr Onyinye Okonkwo – General practice Equality, Diversity & Inclusion Network Clinical Lead
4. Prescriptions For Reimbursement (SEE ATTACHED ON EMAIL) 



[bookmark: NO1]1.Contract Imposition Online Resources
You will, by now, have seen the Governments New Contract.  They are putting unrealistic expectations on practices without providing the support they need to deliver quality care.  This, in turn, is pushing GPs to leave the profession and patients are already affected.
The GPC asked for three simple things :
Reduce box ticking and bureaucracy 
Support practices with the cost of energy bills
Provide support to retain Doctors

Instead, they chose to agree to none of the above!
For patients this could mean worsening care, longer waits for appointments and the loss of the family Doctor.
Plans are in place to take action and we await further guidance from the GPC who have a lot more planned in the coming weeks including webinars which are seeing significant numbers signing up – PLEASE ATTEND - https://www.bma.org.uk/events/english-gp-contract-update-webinar
GPC have also launched a website page on the contract imposition here - https://www.bma.org.uk/pay-and-contracts/contracts/gp-contract/gp-contract-changes-england-202324
We would encourage as many GPs as possible attend these webinars.
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2.New patient materials to support practice referrals to community pharmacists   
New patient materials to support referrals from general practice for a minor illness consultation under the Community Pharmacist Consultation Service (CPCS) are now available. The communication materials have been designed to help practice teams and ICBs explain to patients why they are being offered a consultation with a community pharmacist and what to expect from it, to increase confidence in the referral process.
The digital materials were tested by practices – who found them a useful resource when making referrals. They include a patient leaflet and easy read version, poster, digital display screen, social media images and accompanying text and a briefing sheet that explains how to use them. Translations of the leaflet are available in ten languages. Contact england.pharmacyintegration@nhs.net for more information.

[bookmark: NO3]3.Message on behalf of Dr Onyinye Okonkwo – General Practice Equality, Diversity & Inclusion Network Clinical Lead
On the 111th celebration of the first international women’s day, it’s a good time to reflect on why we celebrate women and their achievements. Why “equity isn’t just a nice to have but a must have” and why as a society we should all strive to #Embrace equity. 
Although the NHS is one of the largest employers of women in the world with about 75% women, professionally, women are still facing the Proverbial “Glass ceilings” in the workplace and are less represented in the senior management levels. We need to consider as NHS organisations how we can truly move from equality to equity to make sure women feel heard and valued in our workplaces and have equitable access to career progression irrespective of their roles. 
For our meeting this month, we have invited some inspirational speakers to tell us about their journey, their achievements, some obstacles they have faced and how women can aim higher despite the odds. We have invited Councillor Mariam Khan, the chair of Birmingham Health and wellbeing board to open the meeting, we will hear from the current Chair of the RCGP – Dr Kamila Hawthorne and then Dr Sunaina Khanna – our locality lead for Solihull and Tracey Gardner who is one of our non-clinical leads. 
We hope you can all join us for this interactive meeting celebrating the achievements and contribution of women to our NHS.
Please see attached:
Date of meeting – Wednesday 15 March 1-2pm
Agenda
Poster
Link to meeting – Click here to join the meeting 

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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