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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 19TH July 2022

1. New: Waiting list profile tool – May 2022 update
2. Survey: Allowing patients to update their address online- NOW MANDOTORY 
3. All over 50s to be offered COVID- 19- booster and flub jab this autumn 
4. Control of Patients information (COPI) notices expired 
5. Statutory medical examiner system 
6. What you need to know before certifying fit notes
7. Message on behalf of Dr Oniyinye Okonkwo – Chair BSol General Practice Staff & Allies Network
8. Vaccine certificates shortly to be available to those under 16 who don’t have the app or NHS login
9. SHARED CARE PRESCRIBING


[bookmark: NO1]1.New: Waiting list profile tool - May 2022 update
To support GPs considering a referral into acute services across the whole West Midlands region, the ICB's Planned Care Business Intelligence team has developed a basic Excel tool.
The tool will be updated monthly and shared through the Primary Care Briefing. The latest tool is now updated to include the most recent data, up to 31 May 2022. A partial extract for Birmingham and Solihull NHS and independent sector providers is available to view here but you can see the wider West Midlands region in the basic Excel tool.
To use the tool, simply click on the yellow box called ‘All Specialties’ and select the specialty you are interested in. Unfortunately, the national data set only shows around 20 specialities. Once you have selected the specialty you will be able to see the relative waiting time spread for each provider’s specialty total waiting list by both absolute numbers and percentages. It only gives a basic initial indication of relative waiting list pressure or not and is not a substitute for exploring any providers available clinics on the e-referral directory of services. 
If you have any feedback or query please contact the ICB's Planned Care team: nhsbsolicb.plannedcarebsol@nhs.net.

[bookmark: NO2]2.Survey: Allowing patients to update their address online – NON MANDATORY
NHS Digital is continuing to explore the possibility of patients updating their address online and it being synced with GP systems. To help with this project, we would like GP staff who either do, or know, about the current process of patients updating their address to please complete this five minute survey.

[bookmark: NO3]3.All over-50s to be offered COVID-19 booster and flu jab this autumn
In a letter published today (15 July), everyone aged 50 and over will be among those offered a COVID-19 booster and a flu jab this autumn under plans to increase protection against respiratory viruses ahead of winter. On COVID-19 boosters, the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has now published its final recommendations for this autumn’s programme.

[bookmark: NO4]4.Control of Patient Information (COPI) notices have expired
The COPI notices expired on 30 June 2022. You can still use data for COVID-19 purposes where there is a legal basis. We have published guidance for organisations on processing confidential patient information now that COPI notices have expired.

[bookmark: NO5]5.Statutory medical examiner system
NHS England has written to NHS trusts, GP practices and Integrated Care Boards explaining what is required to prepare for the statutory medical examiner system. Ministers recently announced their intention to work towards this commencing from April 2023, recognising the need for all relevant government departments to be ready and aligned to enable successful implementation.  The LMC are currently speaking with the ICB in relation to this and will provide an update as soon as possible. 

[bookmark: NO6]6.What you need to know before certifying fit notes
There is guidance and training available to support the new rules about who can certify fit notes. Employers and healthcare professionals should read the guidance that provides a summary of the knowledge, skills, and experience that healthcare professionals eligible to sign fit notes are expected to have before undertaking this task. Healthcare professionals eligible to certify fit notes should also complete the e-learning training programme which is freely accessible here.


[bookmark: NO7]7.Message on behalf of Dr Onyinye Okonkwo – Chair BSol General Practice Staff & Allies EDI Network
This month, we hope you can join us so that we can learn together on these 2 topics below and empower each other.

Please remember this network belongs to all of us and we are as strong as our network. As we are now part of the BSol ICB, we need our diverse primary care voices to be as strong as ever to make sure we contribute to all the relevant discussions. Therefore, please can you participate and share details of the meeting with your peers.

South Asian Heritage Month
This South Asian Heritage Month of July this year marks the 75th Anniversary of the independence of India and the creation of East and West Pakistan. It also marks the 50th Anniversary of the Expulsion of Ugandan Asians by Idi Amin. As we celebrate “the Journeys of Empire” this month, let us take a pause to reflect and celebrate the wonderful contributions and rich diversity brought to our lives by our colleagues and patients from the South Asian continent. We will have our manager Saiqa Parveen reminding us of the history of the “Journey of Empires” being celebrated this month.

LGBTQ - PRIDE
We would like to use this opportunity to raise the profile for our LGBTQ+ colleagues and patients. June also marked 50 years of Pride Celebrations - people coming together in love, friendship and to show how far the LGBTQ+ rights have progressed since the Stonewall riots in 1969.  Sadly, this sometimes remains a difficult topic for some of our communities and indeed families and this perceived prejudice can influence how our patients seek and receive medical help when they need us most. We will be looking at how we as NHS frontline staff can help make our practices feel more welcome to our patients and colleagues from LGBTQIA community. What we need to be aware about so that their experience doesn’t appear to be hostile to some of them at times. We will be hearing some lived experiences from a patient and staff on what this feels like for them seeking help and working with us. We will also be hearing from Dr Justin Varney, Director Public Heath Birmingham, on why this is very important and the health implications of getting this right and Steph Keeble from the Birmingham LGBTQ+ on what the local services we have on offer within Birmingham and Solihull.

Please see attached: 
Date of meeting – Wednesday 20th July 2022 1-2pm 
Agenda 
Poster 
Link to meeting - Click here to join the meeting


[bookmark: NO8]8. Vaccine certificates shorty to be available to those under 16 who don’t have the app or NHS login
We've heard from NHS X that a new service is due to start on 21st July that enables children to be issued with electronic copies of their covid vaccinations via the web. Up until now those 13 and older could have used the NHS login process and/or the NHS app to get them and those 12 and older could have requested paper copies to have been posted out to them.

The new system will rely on there being a mobile number and/or an e-mail address associated with the child's PDS record.

To get a pass the name/DOB/mobile must be matched and a short code will be sent (proving the phone is in the possession of the user) and then an e-mail address can be entered to which the pass will be sent.

For anyone with an e-mail contact detail only but no mobile, the pass will be e-mailed to that address once the name/DOB/e-mail address match has occurred.

People can still ring 119 (or go online) to ask for paper copies to be posted out.

We've not had the direct web link yet but I suspect it'll be found around this area:

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/nhs-covid-pass/get-an-nhs-covid-pass/

The only potential work for GPs would be in updating mobile numbers on patients' records if the numbers were out of date.

[bookmark: NO9]9.SHARED CARE PRESCRIBING
Please see below brief guidance on shared care agreements which can be found in the BMA prescribing guidance, which points to https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/responsibility-for-prescribing-between-primary-and-secondary-tertiary-care/, which includes further information, including this list of possible circumstances where it may not be appropriate for a shared care agreement to be agreed, or where an exception to an agreement may be appropriate, so that the hospital/specialist retains responsibility for prescribing:

Medicines requiring ongoing specialist intervention and specialist monitoring. 
Patients receive the majority of ongoing care, including monitoring, from the provider and the only benefit of transferring care would be to provider costs. 
Medicines, which are unlicensed and/or are being used outside of product license (e.g. licensed medicine used for unlicensed indication or at an unlicensed dose) unless there is a recognised evidence base and/or it is standard treatment. In terms of paediatric medicines, that inclusion of dosage guidance in the Children’s BNF provides a suitable evidence base. 
Medicines, which are only available through the provider, i.e. are not available on FP10, including any ‘borderline’ products when used outside approved indications 
Medicines used as part of a provider-initiated clinical trial or the continuation of a provider initiated clinical trial or compassionate use, where no arrangement has been made in advance with the commissioner to meet the extra cost of treatment. 
The GP has insufficient information to participate in a shared care prescribing arrangement where applicable. 
No shared care prescribing agreement exists. 
The GP does not feel competent in taking on clinical responsibility for the prescribing of a specialist medicine.
Medicines and other perceivable products, which have not been approved for addition to the provider’s formulary. 
Medicines subject to High-tech Hospital at Home guidance (EL(95)5). 
All other treatments funded by NHS England unless specifically agreed to be provided through a shared care prescribing agreement, or other process as agreed by the local APC. 
Without collaboration and agreement with the patient and/or carer.

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:

BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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