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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 1st June 2022

1. REBUILD GENERAL PRACTICE PARLIAMENTARY DROP-IN EVENT
2. New: General Practice/111 Signposting survey
3. Removing patients from your practice list
4. New: Next steps for integrating primary care: Fuller Stocktake report 
5. New: Update on VZV IgM testing
6. New: UHB Referrals (advice and refer, formerly advice and guidance) – new pilot update
7. GP Connect - COPI notice update
8. NHS Diabetic Eye Screening Programme Mobilisation
9. REMINDER - REBUILD GENERAL PRACTICE CAMPAIGN – Letter to Patients

[bookmark: _Hlk104989463][bookmark: No1]1.  REBUILD GENERAL PRACTICE PARLIAMENTARY DROP-IN EVENT
The Rebuild General Practice campaign are excited to share information about the campaign’s Parliamentary drop-in event – with details on how you can help ensure we get MPs in the room.

The event is taking place on the 15th of June from 10:15am-12:00pm and will provide an opportunity for MPs to come and meet a small number of GP representatives.

Dr Rachel Ward, Dr Kieran Sharrock, Dr Rob Barnett and Dr Katie Bramall-Stainer will speak to MPs who attend to explain the crisis in general practice and the potential risks to their constituents.
Birmingham LMC have already written to our MPs but would like to Share this information with the GPs we represent to.  

If you wish you too can write to them via this link, which will take you direct to the rebuild general practice campaign letter, which is already written for you.  There are just a few details to be entered by yourselves to infill the document. 

[bookmark: _Hlk104989477][bookmark: No2]2.  New: General Practice/111 Signposting survey
NHS England and NHS Improvement are conducting a survey to review the way that patients who are signposted to primary care services by NHS 111 are managed. NHSE/I would like to better understand how patients who are signposted to primary care are handled by practices and would also like to hear the views of primary care staff on how patients who are currently signposted to their GP should be directed.

To give your views, please answer this short survey by 1 June 2022. If you have any queries, please contact england.uectransformation.midlands@nhs.net.

[bookmark: _Hlk104989499][bookmark: No3]3.  REMINDER - Removing patients from your practice list
Both practices and patients have the right to end a patient-doctor relationship that isn't working. The BMA link below outline the reasons and procedures for removing a patient from a GP list, which we hope you find useful. We have also provided the link for removing violent patients. If any practice is unsure of any details, please do contact the LMC. 

https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices/managing-your-practice-list/removing-patients-from-your-practice-list

[bookmark: _Hlk104989517][bookmark: No4]4.  New: Next steps for integrating primary care: Fuller Stocktake report 
This report offers a new vision for integrating primary care in a way that is sustainable and better supports patients. The report is now live and you can find it here, alongside a letter of support from all 42 ICS Chief Executives.

This includes a case study about how the BSol ICS primary care transformation team has supported our Primary Care Networks.

[bookmark: _Hlk104989538][bookmark: No5]5.  New: Update on VZV IgM testing
From 1 June 2022, the Public Health Laboratory based at Birmingham Heartlands Hospital will cease to provide serological testing for VZV IgM, as the test is not requested routinely and there are reservations around the clinical utility of this test. The lab has stated that the diagnosis of chickenpox is best achieved by PCR of a vesicle swab of the rash. 

By removing this test, the lab hopes to be able to focus on the other numerous serological assays that they provide and ensure that the high standard of virological laboratory and clinical services offered are maintained.

[bookmark: _Hlk104989566][bookmark: No6]6.  New: UHB Referrals (advice and refer, formerly advice and guidance) – new pilot update
Please click here to view an update on advice and refer, formerly advice and guidance. Please also click to view the Advice & Refer GP Handbook, as well as a short guide.

[bookmark: _Hlk104989588][bookmark: No7]7.  GP Connect - COPI notice update
Please see the link below to the NHS digital webpages for updated information about national data sharing for GP Connect beyond the expiration of the COPI notice on 30th June 2022.
https://digital.nhs.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19-response-information-governance-hub/control-of-patient-information-copi-notice/national-data-sharing-gp-connect-and-scra

[bookmark: No8][bookmark: _Hlk104990250]8.  NHS Diabetic Eye Screening Programme Mobilisation
Please find attached a communication brief in respect of the NHS Diabetic Eye Screening Programme for the Birmingham, Solihull and the Black Country ICS locality for your attention. As per the attachment further communications regarding the mobilisation of the new provider will be issued in due course.

[bookmark: No9][bookmark: _Hlk104990199]9.  REMINDER - REBUILD GENERAL PRACTICE CAMPAIGN – Letter to Patients
As you are already aware, the BMA and GPDF have launched the Rebuild General Practice campaign with a clear call to action: to rebuild general practice or put patient safety at increasing risk.  

In our update last week, we shared the below with you:
‘Letter to my patients’ 
We would like to share with you an open letter which the campaign hope to obtain as many GPs signatures as possible on the letter. To do this, we would ask that you email  hello@rebuildgp.co.uk with your full name to add your signature by Friday 20th May, this is all you must do ahead of the social media launch on Monday 23rd May. The more signatures on the letter, the more impactful this will be!

You may have seen that #LetterToMyPatients is live! 
Please like, comment and retweet the open letter on Twitter. 
Please read and share Dr Rachel Ward’s interview in The Daily Express. It’s a really supportive piece, hitting all of the campaign’s key messages and with support from patient group, Silver Voices. 

You can still take the following actions to amplify the letter:
Sign the open letter - you simply need to email hello@rebuildgp.co.uk with your full name to add your signature. 
Share the open letter - we have developed guidance on how you can share the letter, no matter what platform you’re using.
Write your own letter - GPs can pen their own thoughts and send letters to hello@rebuildgp.co.uk. We will share them on the @RebuildGP Twitter account. 

All assets and guidance can also be accessed here on the website.

Please do also email hello@rebuildgp.co.uk to let us know how and where you’ve shared the letter - it’s great to hear from you. 

We have attached a copy of the letter for you again and would urge as many of you as possible to help with the campaign.  If anyone needs any assistance, then please do email Julie at the LMC. 


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:

BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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