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LMC WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 23RD DECEMBER 2022

1. Update from GPCE QOF Suspension
2. Strike Action 28th December 2022
3. For info - scarlet fever letter
4. Serious Shortages Protocols
5. GP end of year forms for 2021/22
6. Closing soon: funding offer for Trainee Nurse Associate (TNA) places in general practice
7. Mental health support over the festive period
8. The state of General Practice at Christmas 2022 – Message from Dr Gavin Ralston Chair of Birmingham Local Medical Committee

[bookmark: _Hlk122691125][bookmark: NO1]1. Update from GPCE QOF Suspension
Last week GPC England officer team wrote to the CQC to suspend routine inspections of general practice during this time of unprecedented pressures. I include their response for your information.
As you can see, they acknowledge the circumstances under which we are working, but propose to continue targeted inspections. Whilst fine words butter no parsnips, it is at least helpful to see the new inspection regime being paused and a reactive approach being adopted currently. We will continue to discuss the risks that practices, and GPs are having to manage currently, and how this adversely effects patients despite practices very best efforts. Practices and GPs cannot be held accountable for system wide issues.
We will also be lobbying NHSE, DHSC and the secretary of state for legislative change in line with conference policy on CQC.
We will continue to update you on our efforts to support general practice during this very difficult time. You and your practices continue to have our full support.






[bookmark: _Hlk122691246][bookmark: NO2]2. Strike Action 28th December 2022
Update from NHSE.  In preparation for the next planned strike by the ambulance service (paramedics and other staff) on Wednesday 28 December, please continue to reassure patients that GP services are carrying on as planned and that they should attend their appointments with the GP team unless contacted and told otherwise. On the 28 December, patients (and GP practice staff calling on their behalf) should only call 999 if it is a life threatening medical or mental health emergency. Patients can continue to use NHS 111 if they are unsure where to go with their health need.
We have set out advice for the public during industrial action which asks patients to use services wisely to help ensure care is available to patients who need it most and further information for the public is available online.

[bookmark: _Hlk122691584][bookmark: NO3]3. For info - scarlet fever letter
Earlier this week, this letter was sent to schools for dissemination with parents and carers if the school felt necessary. It outlines the symptoms of the illness and offers advice on what to do if a child becomes ill.

[bookmark: NO4][bookmark: _Hlk122691619]4. Serious Shortages Protocols
Eight serious shortage protocols (SSPs) have now been issued. These allow community pharmacists to supply a different formulation or antibiotic for Group A streptococcus infections in the event of non-availability of phenoxymethylpenicillin (for adults and children). The Group A streptococcus interim clinical guidance has been updated, including information on prescribing. 






[bookmark: NO5]5. GP end of year forms for 2021/22
The following forms and guidance notes are available on the Information for practitioners and non GP providers webpage on the Member Hub: 
2021/22 Type 1 Annual Certificate
2021/22 Type 1 Limited Company Certificate
2021/22 Type 2 self-assessment form and guidance notes
All Type 1 and Type 2 practitioners must complete the relevant certificate or form and submit to Primary Care Support England (PCSE) for work in England, or their Local Health Board (LHB) for work in Wales, by Tuesday 28 February 2023.

GPs who only worked in England must submit their certificate or form to PCSE by Tuesday 28 February 2023.

The easiest way to submit to PCSE is via PCSE Online. PCSE will inform GPs when this is available for 2021/22 submissions. Guidance on how to submit on PCSE Online can be found at https://pcse.england.nhs.uk/services/gp-pensions

Certificates and forms can also be submitted via www.pcse.england.nhs.uk/contact-us or by post to:   Primary Care Support England, PO Box 350, Darlington, DL1 9QN.

[bookmark: NO6][bookmark: _Hlk122691692]6. Closing soon: funding offer for Trainee Nurse Associate (TNA) places in general practice
There is still time to apply for Health Education England (HEE)’s funded ‘TNA’s in General Practice’ apprenticeship programme, starting in March 2023. The programme is fully supported with funding of £4,000 per year per TNA and up to £15,000 via the apprenticeship levy. PCNs will be able to claim 100% of the TNA salary.
In addition, TNAs spending 50% or more of their time working with people who have a learning disability and/or autistic people will be eligible for additional funding – totalling £7,900 per apprentice. To apply, contact nationalnursingandmidwiferyteam@hee.nhs.uk by Monday 9 January 2023.

[bookmark: NO7]7. Mental health support over the festive period
There are a number of services and charities available to offer mental health support over the festive period, which you can access here. 

[bookmark: NO8][bookmark: NO9][bookmark: _Hlk122695384]8. The state of General Practice at Christmas 2022 – Message from Dr Gavin Ralston Chair of Birmingham Local Medical Committee
The LMC was asked to comment on the current state of General Practice for an ICS Development session last week. As there is often little knowledge of the complexity of the vital service we provide, this seemed a reasonable thing to do. The areas to be covered were access, patient experience, what it feels like to be a GP, how partners can work better with General Practice and finally how the system can work better with General Practice.
As it happens, the footage was not used at the ICS session, but felt it was worth sending out to gather your additional thoughts for what will no doubt be a very challenging 2023.
I hope you have a well-earned break over the festive period and all the very best for the New Year. 
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Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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