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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER –  24th of August 2022

1. Advanced systems outage – update
2. UPDATE FROM NHSE Covid booster and Flu vaccine
3. Improving GP finder on nhs.uk - catchments areas 
4. Your website
5. Reminder: August bank holiday toolkit
6. Trust registration requirements 


[bookmark: NO1]1.Advanced systems outage – update

The below notification has been received by NHSE; however, it does not solve the issue of what will happen once the service is back online.  The LMC have raised this with GPC and hope to have some update for you as soon as possible. 
Work is continuing to restore services in a safe and managed way following the recent cyber incident affecting Advanced, a third-party software supplier. The software that has been taken offline is used by several NHS services, including NHS 111, and is impacting 111 referrals to GP practices, through GP access hubs, pharmacy and dental as well as mental health services. Our FutureNHS page is being regularly updated with the latest information. This includes impact on services as well as information that can be used to support conversations with patients.
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Earlier today we published a letter on the Autumn COVID-19 booster and flu vaccine programme. Thank you for the preparations you have been making since February to deliver this programme, which is an important part of the NHS’s winter plan. The government have accepted the JCVI advice on the COVID-19 booster vaccination programme for autumn and the letter sets out the actions we are now asking you to take, as well as operational details systems should consider, when finalising plans.
Yesterday we also published the 2022-23 General Practice Enhanced Service Specifications and Community Pharmacy Advanced Service Specification for the Seasonal Flu Programmes.
GP Practices are asked to confirm by 31 August to their local commissioner that they wish to participate in the enhanced services. Some practices may wish to collaborate with other practices to deliver flu vaccinations and a template Influenza Collaboration Agreement has been provided.
PCN Groupings that wish to co-administer the COVID-19 and flu vaccines and/or synergistically deliver them should do so in accordance with the Seasonal Influenza ES and phase 5 COVID-19 Enhanced Service where a template for COVID-19 Collaboration Agreement is also available to support co-administration and synergistic delivery. 
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A new GP finder will be launched on the 15 September to improve people’s experience when registering with a GP practice. A new catchment area filter will help patients find GP practices which they are eligible to register with. The filter will use the latest catchment area information from the electronic Declaration (eDEC).
Practice staff with permission to submit their eDEC can login to SDCS at any time and amend their boundaries to improve data quality; or apply more substantive changes if agreed with their commissioner. Practices are encouraged to check their catchment areas prior to launch.
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The website Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) checklist return date was 31 July 2022, if you have not yet returned this, please can you ensure you complete the checklist at the bottom of the LIS and return to: bsolpc.contracts@nhs.net.
To support practices with their website content, layout, and usability, Redmoor Health, a service the ICB has commissioned to support practices, have two launch webinar sessions on the following dates:
Thursday 25 August 1-2pm
Thursday 15 September 11am-12pm

Plus, additional training sessions on the following dates: 
Social Media – 18 August 12.30-1.30pm
Online Medication & Proxy Access – 23 August 2.30-3.15pm
Introduction to GP Online Services – 31 August 1.30-2pm

[bookmark: NO5]5.Reminder: August bank holiday toolkit
A toolkit with social media resources to promote healthcare services, including 111 and pharmacy, before and during the August bank holiday (29 August) is available to download here.

[bookmark: NO6]6.Trust registration requirements

Please see below an update on trust registration requirements:

On 10 January 2020, the Fifth Money Laundering Directive (5MLD) was transposed into UK law. One objective of the 5MLD was to broaden the scope of trusts required to comply with and sign up to the Trust Register Service (TRS), which may apply to some GP surgeries depending on how they are structured.
 
Property-owning GP partners may be required to register, particularly where the names on the land registry entry do not match the names of the property-owning partners, or where there are more than five surgery-owning partners. Similarly, and depending on the precise wording of your Primary Care Network (PCN) agreement, monies held by one practice on behalf of a PCN could be construed as the formation of a trust and may trigger a registration requirement. 

Unless exempt, 5MLD requires the express trusts to register with the TRS. HMRC has published guidance on what may constitute an express trust here and instances where exemptions may apply here.
 
If you are unsure whether you need to register with the TRS, it is important that you receive independent legal advice, as a failure to register may result in financial and criminal penalties. The deadline for registration is 1 September 2022.















Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:

BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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