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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 27th of February 2023



1. Silicon Practice Update 21.02.23 on behalf of NHS England 
2. Midland Locum GP Workforce Project 
3. Workforce data – reminder to PCN’s and Practices
4. Funding offer for Trainee Nurse Associate ( TNA ) places in several practices
5. New commissioning recommendation for blood glucose and ketone meters, testing strips and association consumables 
6. BSol Flexible Staff Pools Scheme – Lantum Digital Bank
7. Get it right first time, use PCSE Online
8. Step by Step Guide
9. 2021/22 End of Year payments by practices
10. Watch our webinars. 
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1.Silicon Practice Update 21.02.23 on behalf of NHS England
As you will be aware from previous communication, Silicon Practice have notified us that their business is currently being restructured due to the retirement of the founding partners. Silicon Practice supply the ‘Footfall’ online consultation product and supply practice websites. 
Discussions continue with a third party in respect of its acquisition of Silicon Practice. NHSE has undertaken due diligence to confirm that there are no objections to the sale, and the parties are now working through the remaining legal points.  We hope to be able to provide further details this week, but we can confirm that it is the intention that existing Silicon Practices services will continue without disruption. 
ICB colleagues, please ensure that this latest update is cascaded to GP Practices within your area.
If you have any immediate questions, please email the NHSE Commercial & Procurement Hub commercial.procurementhub@nhs.net.



[bookmark: NO2]2.Midlands Locum GP Workforce project.
NHSE Midlands have asked the LMC to share the below information.  I would be grateful if practices could please pass on to any Locum GPs.  
The first part of the project is a survey for locum GPs working in the Midlands region.  The aim of this survey is to explore the opinions of locum GPs working in the Midlands on current state of general practice, permanent GP roles and what would encourage them to take up more sessions and/or permanent roles. We want to better understand how we can support locum GPs.
The questionnaire takes about 3 – 5 minutes to complete.
 Link to survey:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfg199T6Q81c-Z0DpFh8AFVmoJoikFExeowG37jZiDEE2YKng/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
 Also, the second part of the project is in-depth interviews. Could you please inform the locum GPs, that If any locum GPs would be happy to participate in an interview to discuss further the themes in the questionnaire, they should please send me an email on Oluwasola.Banke-Thomas1@nhs.net. 
 Do feel free to contact Dr Banke-Thomas if you have any questions or queries.
 Thank you very much for your support with this project.
Dr Oluwasola Banke-Thomas
Clinical Fellow, NHS England- Midlands
National Medical Director’s Clinical Fellow Scheme

[bookmark: NO3]3.Workforce data – reminder to PCNs and Practices
NHS Digital extract the latest general practice and PCN workforce data from the National Workforce Reporting Service (NWRS) at the end of each month. Please can practices and PCNs continue to log into their Strategic Data Collections Service (SDCS) account at least monthly to check and update their workforce details as necessary. The information gathered from the NWRS is crucial for planning new workforce supply, providing support to primary care (PC) teams, and understanding staff capacity in general practice and so it is critical that the information submitted to NHS Digital about staff is accurate and reflects any staffing changes.

[bookmark: NO4]4.Funding offer for Trainee Nurse Associate (TNA) places in general practice

Health Education England is offering additional funded places for TNAs in general practice starting in May 2023. This apprenticeship programme is fully supported with funding. In addition, TNAs spending 50% or more of their time working with people who have a learning disability and/or autistic people will be eligible for additional funding – totalling £7,900 per apprentice. To apply, contact nationalnursingandmidwiferyteam@hee.nhs.uk by Monday 27 February 2023.


[bookmark: NO5]5.New commissioning recommendations for blood glucose and ketone meters, testing strips and associated consumables
New national commissioning recommendations will be published by 1 April 2023 to be adopted by Integrated Care Boards.
The NHS Long Term Plan sets out a range of actions that the NHS is taking to reduce variation in access to services and patient outcomes, improve quality of treatment and outcomes for people living with type 1 or type 2 diabetes. More information can be found in this briefing.

[bookmark: NO6]6.BSol Flexible Staff Pools Scheme – Lantum Digital Bank
Practices can now access the additional roles who have joined Lantum. We continue to onboard Clinical Pharmacists, Managers, Medical Secretaries, Receptionists, Nurses, ANPs and GPs to join the pool. 
For members to join the locum pool, please use the Birmingham and Solihull staff signup page through this link. Join the staff bank here.
Please see the Lantum FAQ for support on how to operate your account, and be sure to download the Lantum app on the App Store or Google Play after you’ve created your account on your desktop. 
To note: The roles joining the BSol Locum Bank will be picking up shifts in addition to the ARRS role. This is not to be funded via the Additional Roles Reimbursement Scheme.





[bookmark: NO7]7.Get it right first time, use PCSE Online
 So far this year 30% of certificates received have been submitted using PCSE Online.
Using PCSE Online to complete and submit your End of Year certificate will save you time and helps to avoid any errors or delays. If you are unable to use PCSE Online, you can download the relevant form from the NHS Pensions website here and submit to PCSE via our Contact Us form here.

[bookmark: NO8]8.Step by Step Guide

Please refer to our new easy-to-follow Type 1 and Type 2 Step by Step Guide found here - to help you complete the end of year process successfully.
The guide explains the adjustment process if a practice has under or over paid contributions because of the Pension Scheme Member’s actual income being higher or lower than the practice stated on the 2021/22 estimate.
It also provides information for GPs on what to do if there is a shortfall in their locum or Solo contributions.

[bookmark: NO9]9.2021/22 End of Year payments by practices
 
The Type 1 and Type 2 Step by Step Guide found here explains the process practices must follow if they decide to make an ad hoc year end payment upfront rather than waiting for adjustments to be processed.

Practice Managers and Administrators are reminded that an End of Year Payment Template must be completed and submitted to PCSE if a payment is made to NHS England for a Pension Scheme Member whose contributions for 2021/22 were under paid.









[bookmark: NU10]10.Watch our webinars

We have recently hosted a number of webinars to help GPs and non GP Partners complete their End of Year forms on PCSE Online. 
 
In the webinars we show you how to complete the forms on PCSE Online, how to navigate the screens to find and update draft forms and what to do if you need to make a correction on a form and resubmit it. 
To view the webinar for Type 1 Annual Certificates, please click here
To view the webinar for Type 2 Self Assessments, please click here
Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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