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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 27th of September 2022


1. Primary Care Networks (PCN) payments
2. Locum 10- week rule and contribution rate changes
3. Patients lists – Data quality checks
4. Workforce date- reminder to PCN’s and Practices 
5. New: COVID – 19 autumn booster vaccination communication toolkits
6. New: Integration of patient’s records
7. New: UHB advice and referral support and feedback process



[bookmark: NO1]1.Primary Care Network (PCN) payments
 
From October 2022 PCSE Online will begin processing Primary Care Network (PCN) payments. The system will go live from 3 October 2022 and payments will be made from 20 October 2022. Network Participation Payments will follow in November 2022.


What will happen? 
PCSE Online will calculate PCN capitation payments, based on approved reference data.
PCSE Online will make payments to the PCN's nominated payee.
The nominated payee will then disseminate the funds where appropriate between members within the PCN (this will take place outside of PCSE Online).
PCN payments within PCSE Online will enable: 
The processing of payments to any nominated payee regardless of organisation type.
Accurate and timely payments aligned to the Network Contract DES
A reduction in manual processes.
A consolidated view of PCN capitation payments via system generated statements.
For more information about PCN payments on PCSE Online click here. 

[bookmark: NO2]2.Locum 10-week rule and contribution rate changes
 
We will be providing information on the changes to contribution rates and the implementation of the GP Locum 10-week rule in a dedicated GP Pensions bulletin coming soon.
 
The bulletin will also include sign up details for our webinars taking place on Monday 10 October that will explain system changes to PCSE Online for those who have the Locum Approver role and Locum GPs.

[bookmark: NO3]3.Patient lists - Data quality checks
 
On Monday 1 August we recommenced data quality checks on GP practice patient lists. This includes a reconciliation of your practice’s patient list held on your local clinical system with that held by the National Health Application and Infrastructure Service (NHAIS).
 
Over the next 12 months the PCSE team will contact a number of practices with cohorts of patients when the data quality checks need to be done.
If your practice is contacted, please download the list and email the file to PCSE within 30 days. You can visit our website here to view a range of helpful FAQs on data quality. 

[bookmark: NO4]4.Workforce data – reminder to PCNs and Practices
NHS Digital extract the latest general practice and PCN workforce data from the National Workforce Reporting Service (NWRS) at the end of each month. Practices and PCNs should log into their Strategic Data Collections Service (SDCS) account at least monthly to check and update their workforce details as necessary.
The information gathered from the NWRS is crucial for planning new workforce supply, providing support to primary care teams and understanding staff capacity in general practice and so it is critical that the information you submit to NHS Digital about your staff is accurate and reflects any staffing changes.


[bookmark: NO5]5.New: COVID-19 autumn booster vaccination communication toolkit
Please click to view the Autumn booster primary care communication pack, which includes:
Template text for letter or email invitations
Template text messages
FAQs
Patient information leaflet


[bookmark: NO6]6.New: Integration of patient records
Practices are reminded that in the mandatory application of the GP operating model there is a requirement to integrate patient records within eight days on ‘a best endeavours’ basis. Timely integration will reduce significant events, improve patient safety with one incorporated record and maintain the integrity and space created by digitalised patient records.

All practices should check their performance here to ensure that GP2GP records are being actioned in timely way. If your site is having particular difficulties in actioning records, please contact the Digital Team for advice and support.

		
	[bookmark: NO7]7.New: UHB advice and referral support and feedback process
UHB NHS Foundation Trust is implementing advice and referral as the sole referral process, for appropriate specialties, and utilises the advice and guidance functionality in eRS. This will not change cancer/2WW pathways. The first three specialties that went live on 27 June 2022 were dermatology, rheumatology and neurology.
 If you feel you need to contact UHB regarding an Advice and Refer the attached guide shows how you can request please use the most appropriate pathway:
Expedite or if necessary then Escalate using this form which ICB Digital Team will shortly load onto EMIS/SystmOne/Vision.
Provide feedback on how the initial three specialties’ Advice and Referral service is functioning from your point of view.
If you have any queries please email Sara Dolling, UHB Advice and Referral Project Lead. 



		
















































Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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