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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 2ndof September 2022


1. Emergency Registered Practitioner (ERP) register closing on 30 September 2022
2. Subcontract for the provision of services related to the Network Contract Directed Enhanced Service 2022/23
3. Investment and impact fund (IIF) and Network Contract DES Indicators: SNOMED Codes Tool
4. URGENT: Forward Thinking Birmingham and self – referrals
5. Paediatric diabetes referral guidance 
6. Free DBS checks via Lantum for GP’s and nurses
7. Royal Mail industrial action
8. Royal Mail industrial action and impact on FIT for symptomatic testing 
9. GPs invited to give views on draft national vaccination strategy plans
10. Birmingham, Solihull and Black Country Diabetic Eye Screening Programme - Stakeholder Bulletin No. 3

[bookmark: NO1]1.Emergency Registered Practitioner (ERP) register closing on 30 September 2022 
The Emergency Registered Practitioner (ERP) provisions, which were created to allow suitable doctors to gain temporary emergency registration or a licence to practise in order to support the COVID-19 pandemic, will be repealed on 30 September 2022. 
Any doctors included on the performers list under the ERP provisions on this date will be removed from the list and will not be permitted to work in general practice. NHS England has worked with this group of doctors to ensure that should they wish to remain in practice beyond the emergency period, that they were supported to do so.  
Employers are advised to check that any GP contracted with or employed throughout the emergency period, who intends to continue to work beyond 30 September 2002, is legally able to do so. 
[bookmark: NO2]2.Subcontract for the provision of services related to the Network Contract Directed Enhanced Service 2022/23
NHS England has developed a standard subcontract for the provision of services related to the Network Contract DES. Primary Care Networks may use this to subcontract parts of the Network Contract, including Enhanced Access, to a third-party provider organisation. It is intended that using this subcontract means that any staff working for that organisation and spending at least 50% of their time working on the subcontract would be able to access the NHS Pension Scheme from 1 April 2023, which may not be guaranteed under other arrangements. For any further information please contact your regional team.

[bookmark: NO3]3.Investment and Impact Fund (IIF) and Network Contract DES Indicators: SNOMED Codes Tool
NHS England has released the 22/23 Indicators and SNOMED Codes tool to support PCNs in meeting the requirements of the IIF and Network Contract DES indicators. The tool enables users to view the SNOMED codes associated with each indicator to ensure that PCNs can accurately code their activity. To use the tool, users select the relevant indicator ID, which loads a list of associated SNOMED codes and their descriptions. A user guide is provided on the first page of the tool. The tool currently only contains indicators collected via the GP Extraction Service (GPES).
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4.URGENT: Forward Thinking Birmingham and self-referrals
Given the unprecedented situation Forward Thinking Birmingham (FTB) have been experiencing, concerning a Carenotes outage in recent weeks, Birmingham Women’s and Children’s NHS Foundation Trust (BWC) have been looking to temporarily pause self-referrals into some parts of FTB.

As much as BWC would wish to be able to continue to offer this route to our young people and their families, BWC are concerned about the potential risks associated with this approach in the current situation, and hence consider it to be safer to have our potential patients to be screened appropriately in other services before being referred to the secondary care MH service.

BWC are mindful that this would potentially result in higher demand for appointments in primary care. They are therefore trying to remain as responsive as possible by keeping other routes such as Pause, Living Well Consortium (LWC), urgent care still readily accessible to young people.

Please find communications that BWC have put together explaining the situation and potential options for patients and their families.


[bookmark: NO5]5.Paediatric diabetes referral guidelines
Our colleagues at Sandwell & West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust have asked that we share paediatric diabetes referral guidelines in primary care. Please find the guidelines here.
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6.Free DBS checks via Lantum for GPs and nurses
GPs and nurses who have signed up on Lantum can now access free DBS checks. To receive a DBS application through Lantum, you must have a Lantum profile. No costs will need to be processed as it is all via Lantum, the digital staff bank for Birmingham and Solihull. To find out more, click here or email: support@lantum.com.


[bookmark: NO7]7.Royal Mail industrial action
As you may be aware, the Communication Workers Union (CWU) has called on its members, Royal Mail postal workers, who collect, sort and deliver parcels and letters, to take strike action on 8 and 9 September 2022. Strike action has also taken place on 26 and 31 August 2022.

The Royal Mail has contingency plans, but they cannot fully replace the daily efforts of its frontline workforce. They will be doing what they can to keep services running, but customers should expect significant disruption.

On days when strike action is taking place: 
Royal Mail will deliver as many Special Delivery and Tracked24 parcels as possible
Royal Mail will prioritise the delivery of COVID test kits and medical prescriptions wherever possible
Royal Mail will not be delivering letters (with the exception of Special Delivery) 
What you can do: 
Post your items as early as possible in advance of the strike dates 
Continue to post your items at Postboxes or Post Offices, however collections will be less frequent on days when strike action is taking place.


[bookmark: NO8]8.Royal Mail industrial action and impact on FIT for symptomatic testing 
The Royal Mail postal workers strike action planned for 8 and 9 September 2022 will affect FIT for symptomatic testing, as the Bowel Screening Hub will not be able to mail out or receive kits for analysis. The hub will endeavour to mail out and analyse as many tests as they can in the days leading up to and after the strikes. However, the strikes will inevitably affect turnaround times. Your practice should continue to safety net patients when requesting a kit. If you have any queries, please contact Melody Bridges

[bookmark: NO9]9.GPs invited to give views on draft national vaccination strategy plans
The LMC have been made aware of this engagement questionnaire that some GPs may wish to take part in.  Please see the attachment for full details.


[bookmark: NU10]10.Birmingham, Solihull and Black Country Diabetic Eye Screening Programme - Stakeholder Bulletin No. 3
Please find attached the latest stakeholder bulletin for the Birmingham, Solihull and Black Country Diabetic Eye Screening Programme starting on 1st October 2022. 



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:

BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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