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[bookmark: NO1]1. Reminder: Birmingham Children's pathology lab
Colleagues are reminded of the new convenient online booking system which allows practices to pre-book time slots at Birmingham Children’s Hospital’s main outpatients department. The simple-to-use DrDoctor platform will allow the booking of appointments in advance during any available time slot between 10am and 3.45pm, Monday to Friday.
To access the system people can either go directly to https://my.drdoctor.co.uk/clinic/bloodtest or, alternatively, via the Birmingham Women’s and Children’s NHS Foundation Trust website. Users then simply select a date and time that suits and enter the details as prompted, including the patient’s NHS number. Should an appointment need to be cancelled, the Children’s Hospital Team can be contacted via 0121 333

[bookmark: NO2]2.Reminder: Ophthalmology services
With the migration of some GP practices to NHS Birmingham and Solihull ICB as of 1 July 2022, we would like to take this opportunity to inform you of the key ophthalmology pathways. In November 2020, the now-abolished NHS Birmingham and Solihull CCG worked with HealthHarmonie to introduce a Single Point of Access for Ophthalmology referrals. The aim of this pathway was to ensure that patients are referred to the correct pathway first time. Below we have detailed the key points of this pathway:
All referrals except the conditions detailed below 
Suspected Cancers (2ww Pathway)
Patients who need cataract surgery
Patients with diabetic retinopathy
Wet AMD
Patients likely to need inpatient surgery or Red Flag Conditions (Please see Optom Community Ophthalmology service pack)
Patients under six
Healthharmonie’s team will triage the referral and will either send the patient to a community clinic (Harborne, Sutton Coldfield, Sparkhill and Solihull) or send them into secondary care if required. 

Please click to view the new service pathway for your information. We look forward to continuing to work with you as we develop the local ophthalmology services. If you have any queries, please contact Sarah Watson, Commissioning Manager for Planned Care.


[bookmark: NO3]3.New fit note guidance and training package
In last week’s issue we announced that, from 1 July, new legislation allowed nurses, occupational therapists, pharmacists, and physiotherapists to legally certify fit notes, in addition to doctors.
More detailed guidance has now been published confirming who can issue fit notes: guidance for healthcare professionals and their employers.
A fit note training package is also available for all healthcare professionals, including doctors. GP IT systems are expected to be updated by the start of September. However, GPs should check with individual suppliers as they are operating on different timescales.

[bookmark: NO4]4.Replacement of Gardasil® by Gardasil 9® vaccine in the NHS national HPV immunisation programme
The vaccine supplied by UKHSA via ImmForm for the Human papillomavirus (HPV) immunisation programme will change from Gardasil® to Gardasil®9 during July and August 2022. This change will affect school-aged immunisation contracts, GP delivered opportunistic catch up services, and the MSM programme delivered in Sexual Health Clinics.
The two vaccines are interchangeable and vaccination should not be delayed due to preference for either vaccine. There is no impact on the dose schedule currently in place.

Immunisers should ensure HPV vaccine is recorded by product/vaccine name (i.e. Gardasil® or Gardasil 9®) in their clinical IT systems to maintain the accurate reporting and recording of vaccines administered and support additional reporting requirements to align vaccination status with screening programmes, for example, for young females who become eligible for the NHS Cervical Screening programme.
The bipartite letter provides more information and further details are available in the revised Green Book chapter, PGD template, and materials for healthcare professionals.

[bookmark: NO5]5.Chemistry lab issue at Sandwell
There are currently significant issues within the chemistry laboratory at Sandwell site with equipment, the refrigerated sample storage unit and IT. 

As a consequence, for samples received before 2 July, if you do not already have results then you will need to send a repeat sample. For samples received after 2 July, the results are likely to be delayed and results may come to you via the Wolverhampton lab link (the same one you currently receive microbiology reports via).


[bookmark: NO6]6.Birmingham Children's pathology lab
Colleagues are reminded of the new convenient online booking system which allows practices to pre-book time slots at Birmingham Children’s Hospital’s main outpatients department. The simple-to-use DrDoctor platform will allow the booking of appointments in advance during any available time slot between 10am and 3.45pm, Monday to Friday.

To access the system people can either go directly to https://my.drdoctor.co.uk/clinic/bloodtest or, alternatively, via the Birmingham Women’s and Children’s NHS Foundation Trust website. Users then simply select a date and time that suits and enter the details as prompted, including the patient’s NHS number. Should an appointment need to be cancelled, the Children’s Hospital Team can be contacted via 0121 333 9304.

[bookmark: NO7]7.Data Processing Deed assurances 
The processing of personal data outside of the UK, including through third-party sub-processors, is strictly prohibited through the Digital First Online Consultation and Video Consultation (DFOCVC) and GP IT Futures (GPITF) frameworks as under-written by the Data Processing Deed (DPD).
Such processing is only allowed if a GP, as data controller, has provided specific consent, such as a written instruction. It is the responsibility of suppliers to demonstrate to GPs that they have complied with DPD and broader GDPR requirements.
NHS Digital is working with relevant parties to improve awareness and assurances. The ICO has also provided guidance on international data transfers and a helpful compliance checklist.

[bookmark: NO8]8.Roll out of new digital firearms marker for GP practices
To make firearms licensing safer and the system quicker for practices, NHS Digital is introducing a standardised digital firearms marker in England. This marker matches relevant medical conditions against a firearms code, triggering an automatic flag to the doctor.
The marker will start to be rolled out by different GP IT suppliers from July 2022 when it will be available to apply to a patient EPR. It cannot be used retrospectively on those patients who already have previous firearms licences/flags.
IT suppliers will be issuing communications and advice on using the marker system to support the rollout.

[bookmark: NO9]9.Firearms marker

As of today, 6 July 2022, a new firearms marker has been introduced, aimed at providing alerts to GPs during both the application process and the lifecycle of the issued licence. This will integrate with EMIS and system one systems (Vision to follow) to prospectively flag patient coded as holding a firearms licence. 
 
The BMA has had significant involvement in the development of the Home Office guidance on firearms licensing and we have been pushing for an active flagging system within patients’ records that is robust, clear and standardised across the country, and the new digital marker is a positive step in the right direction of improving the contribution GPs make to the licensing process.
 
We strongly support the Government’s overall message, that gun ownership is a privilege and not a right, and that firearms must be in the hands of only those who are deemed safe and responsible.
 
However, the public should be under no illusion that this will be an overnight solution. This new scheme will apply only to new applicants or people renewing their licences, so it will take up to five years before all licensed gun owners are included within this framework. The introduction of the marker must not imply that the buck for public safety stops with the GP; as the police have acknowledged, they themselves are ultimately responsible for firearms licensing.
 
As this new marker is rolled out, we encourage GPs to build on existing relationships with local forces to help further protect public safety.
 
The GPC would like to thank Dr Peter Holden, Chair of the BMA’s Professional Fees Committee, for his hard work and ongoing commitment to this issue.
 
Read our guidance about the firearms licensing process
 
Read the full BMA statement


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:

BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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