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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 17th of April 2023

1. NHS Health Checks Recommissioning NOW LIVE
2. New: Capacity to consent checklist
3. New: SPS Medicines Supply Tool
4. New: NHS Health Check services & Smoking cessation services
5. New: A new maternity access process for birthing people across Birmingham & Solihull
6. NHS Resolution offers for those working in primary care 
7. Funding Opportunity – Boiler Upgrade Scheme
8. Amendments to the statement of Financial Entitlements from 1st April 2023
9. National NHS Muslim Network – Eid Al-Fitr Celebration Events 2023






[bookmark: NO1]1.NHS Health Checks Recommissioning NOW LIVE
I am happy to announce that the tender recommissioning of NHS Health Check services & Smoking Cessation services are now live and can be found on In-tend, available at:
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/birminghamcc/aspx/Home
If you have not already done so – you will need to register to access the tenders available.
We hope that you will continue to support these very important services provided by Birmingham City Council Public Health Division to benefit your patient’s health.
Please note the closing date for completing the process is 8th May 2023.” 
Kind regards, Carole Collins.




[bookmark: NO2]2.New: Capacity to consent checklist

NHS England have produced a checklist for GPs and practices nurses to refer to if they suspect the patient in front of them does not have capacity to consent to a vaccination. The checklist is for adults but also covers children aged 16 to 17.

[bookmark: NO3]3.New: SPS Medicines Supply Tool 

For more information on medicine supply issues, clinicians can access the Specialist Pharmacy Service (SPS) Medicines Supply Tool following free registration here. An NHS.net email address is required. Medicines shortages are becoming an increasingly frequent issue so using the SPS tool is the best way to keep up-to-date with the latest updates, alternatives to prescribe and expected resolution dates. We will continue to provide an overview of the supply issues that could be significant for Birmingham and Solihull practices. 

[bookmark: NO4]4.New: NHS Health Check services & Smoking Cessation services

The tender recommissioning of NHS Health Check services & Smoking Cessation services are now live and can be found on the In-Tend website.

If you have not already done so, you will need to register to access the tenders available. We hope that you will continue to support these important services provided by Birmingham City Council's Public Health Division to benefit your patient’s health.

The closing date for completing the process is 8 May 2023.










[bookmark: NO5]5.New: A new maternity access process for birthing people across Birmingham and Solihull

A new maternity care referral process for pregnancies across Birmingham and Solihull is being introduced which will improve timely access to maternity services for expectant birthing people. The Single Point of Access (SPA) portal is being launched over the coming months for all GP practices across the area, with an estimated completion date by July 2023.
The new referral process will allow pregnant people to either self-refer their pregnancy or an individual GP practice can refer one of their patients using this method. The portal will ensure all birthing people get timely access to the care they need. 
All GP practices aligned to Birmingham Woman’s Hospital and University Hospitals Birmingham community midwifery teams can now enrol (if not enrolled already) to ensure they start the implementation stage.

To do this, please email project.bump@nhs.net with your contact details, and a member of the team will be in touch to assist. Once enrolled, practices can then start to use the new electronic process. Further details on SPA can be found via these slides

[bookmark: NO6]6.NHS Resolution offers for those working in primary care
NHS Resolution offers support to those working in primary care from across our four services: Claims Management, Practitioner Performance Advice, Primary Care Appeals and Safety and Learning. It has produced a digital brochure, Supporting Primary Care, which outlines how each service supports those working in primary care to manage and reduce concerns, disputes and claims.
You can also learn more about the Primary Care Appeals service by reading the recent blog by the Head of Appeals. The Practitioner Performance Advice Insights paper Supporting the management of performance concerns within primary care analyses 700+ practitioner performance cases that the service managed in primary care.







[bookmark: NO7]7.Funding Opportunity - Boiler Upgrade Scheme
To support the decarbonisation of heat in buildings, the government is offering grants to help with the costs of green heating installations. This scheme is likely to cover many primary care practices and other small healthcare facilities that have a maximum installation of 45kWh.
A total of £450 million is available until March 2025, with one grant of £5,000 - £6,000 for a heat pump or biomass boiler per property to replace a fossil fuel heating system.
In line with the NHS’s commitment to reach Net Zero by 2045, using low-carbon sources of heat in our buildings will reduce the NHS’s total carbon footprint, mitigate the health harms of climate change, and most likely reduce your energy bills.
Please visit boiler upgrade scheme website for information on the application process and eligibility criteria.

[bookmark: NO8]8.Amendment to the Statement of Financial Entitlements from 1 April 2023

An update has been made to the Statement of Financial Entitlements (SFE) to clarify that practices are eligible for an Item of Service (IoS) fee for additional vaccines administered to eligible individuals where clinically indicated for medical reasons, including post-transplant, in line with the Green Book. Details of which vaccinations this applies to can be found in section 19, paragraphs 4 and 5 of the SFE.

[bookmark: NO9]9.National NHS Muslim Network - Eid Al-Fitr Celebration Events 2023
Please find attached letter from the National NHS Muslim Network, which raises awareness of the upcoming Eid Al-Fitr celebration events, which are open to all NHS colleagues.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.


Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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