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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 19th of September 2023





1. Extension to NHS Survey
2. FOR THE ATTENTION OF EMIS PRACTICES ONLY
3. Request for information from practices not delivering the COVID-19 vaccinations programmes 
4. Moodle Training (Flu)
5. Quote from your newly appointed Birmingham Place Committee Representative – Dr Vish Ratnasuriya MBE
6. See  attachment 









[bookmark: NO1]1.Extension to NHS Staff Survey 
This year, the NHS Staff Survey has been extended to bank only workers and general practice. Access to the survey is being coordinated by participating ICBs, with 23 systems signing up to rollout the survey to their practices. The survey is due to go live from 2 October and is an opportunity for general practices to provide valuable feedback. To find more information on the General Practice Staff Survey (GPSS), visit NHS England’s Employee Experience and Engagement FutureNHS community.


[bookmark: NO2]2.FOR THE ATTENTION OF EMIS PRACTICES ONLY
Extension: Panic Button Removal from EMIS Web 
Publish Date: 12/09/2023 13:32:20 BST
As previously communicated, we will be removing the Panic Button functionality from EMIS Web. To support practices who are still seeking alternative solutions, we have postponed the removal of the Panic Button from Friday 29th September to January 2024. 
We will be providing organisations notice via email two weeks prior to their removal date. 
If you would like to make a request for your organisation to retain the panic button functionality beyond January 2024, you now have until Tuesday 31st October 2023 to do so. As part of the request, organisations will be required to acknowledge and accept responsibility for the known risks and limitations associated with the functionality.  
The request form is available here along with further information.  
If you have already submitted a request for the functionality to remain at your organisation, no action is required. If you subsequently decide to have the functionality removed, you will need to contact your Account Director after the new removal date of January 2024. 

[bookmark: NO3]3.Request for information from practices not delivering the COVID-19 vaccination programme

Practices that are not delivering the COVID-19 vaccination service under the current enhanced service specification are reminded to share lists of eligible patients with their local commissioner where these patients cannot all be identified by national call/recall, so the commissioner can arrange alternative provision from another provider.
Patients who cannot all be identified nationally are likely to be immunosuppressed patients and housebound people. Practices are required to provide this information to the local commissioner under the duty of co-operation requirement in their GMS / PMS / APMS contracts, and this request is necessary for reasons of public interest.


[bookmark: NO4]4.Moodle Training (Flu)

We understand from practices that there have been a few concerns in relation to setting up Moodle for Flu training.

Please see below a very helpful message from the BSol Training Hub:

All our Training Hub events, and training sessions will now take place via our Moodle page. We are aware that there have been some issues with the first sessions and are working hard to fix the issues identified. One issue with firewall has been resolved with IT. Everybody will need to have a Moodle account to register for training (this will need to be set up prior to registration so that you can access the course).  Please see the step-by-step guide on how to create your Moodle account.  We are creating some more guides to support with how to access and register for sessions and will share these with you shortly.

If you have any problems with registration or accessing courses, please let us know and we can help bsol.traininghub@nhs.net.


[bookmark: NO5]5.Quote from your newly appointed Birmingham Place Committee Representative - Dr Vish Ratnasuriya MBE
I’ve been appointed to represent General Practice on Birmingham’s Place committee within our Bsol ICB alongside Sunando Ghosh.  You might be wondering what a place committee does, so here’s a quick explanation.  Place Committees provide a closer link between ICBs and localities/PCNs.  It’s where partner organisations will oversee the development of integrated neighbourhood teams (that will augment our PCNs) by engaging with you, wider healthcare, and the community; there is joint responsibility for the Primary Care Strategy; there is Accountability for the development of Locality working; Over time it will oversee a delegated function to deliver place-based outcomes; All of this will be in keeping with ICB strategies so far.  
 I’m sure you’ll agree, Birmingham is a big and complex place so it means it’s even more important to seek your views as individuals, practices, PCNs, the LMC, or providers at scale, so we get Birmingham General Practice in its entirety having its voice heard as things develop.  Working with the GP provider Support function and GP partnership board colleagues I will ensure you are informed of developments by sharing the place committee minutes through the usual ICB newsletter, and encourage you to then share your thoughts.  
 In the meantime, if you’d like to get in touch and discuss Birmingham Place related matters, send me an email at Vish.Ratnasuriya@nhs.net





Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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