[image: ]
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 29th of August 2023




1. New: Standard GMS, PMS and AMPS Contracts Published
2. Update to General Medical Council (GMC) Standards
3. Reminder: UBH haematology referral process
4. See attachment on email


















[bookmark: NO1]1.New Standard GMS, PMS and APMS Contracts Published
The new standard General Medical Services (GMS), Personal Medical Services (PMS) and Alternative Provider Medical Services (APMS) contracts, along with their contract variation notices, have been published. The documentation incorporates changes made to the contract Regulations in May 2023. Commissioners are required to send these updates to GP practices to formally notify them of changes to their contracts.




[bookmark: NO2]2.Update to General Medical Council (GMC) Standards
The GMC has published an update of Good medical practice. The Good medical practice is a framework to guide doctors when caring for patients and working with colleagues, allowing them to apply their professional judgement. It sets out the principles, values, and standards that are expected, including areas such as multi-disciplinary working and leadership, to help create workplaces which enable good teamwork. Read the updated Good medical practice here.


[bookmark: NO3]3.Reminder: UHB haematology referral process

University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust are experiencing a significant number of haematology referrals not going to the correct pathways, leading to some delays in triaging and responding promptly.
 
On 1 July, UHB asked primary care colleagues to use the advice and guidance service for all referrals and advice requests coming into their Haematology Department. Due to high demand, they are experiencing delays in replying to you and apologise for any inconvenience this is causing.
 
To help UHB offer patients the best service possible, the Trust is asking that all clotting, anticoagulation or haemostasis queries are appropriately triaged in primary care and requested under ‘anticoagulation’ or ‘bleeding disorders’ or ‘clotting disorders’, as appropriate. This will enable the appropriate team to deal with the referral and help reduce delays and requests to re-submit.

Please also to UHB's advice and guidance document on common haematological querie


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.





Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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