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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 4th of July 2023



1. New: Changes to Haematology Advice & Guidance at UHB
2. Reminder: UHB Phase 3 Specialities Added to Advice and Refer (A&R)
3. Reminder: COVID vaccinations – at risk children 
4. New: UKHSA Guide for Parents of Children Aged 6 Months to 11 Years at Higher Risk From COVID-19 Infection 
5. Workforce data – reminder to PCNs and practices 
6. Exemption certificates and resources for free NHS prescriptions 
7. General Practice Improvement Programme – support for practices 
8. Primary Care Recruitment Event 
9. Oliver McGowan Training 
10. Moving from two to one dose in the HPV vaccine schedule for those aged under 25 
11. Identification and invitation of six-month-to-four-year-olds in a clinical risk group for their COVID-19 Comirnaty 3 (Three) Concentrate vaccine 
12. Amendment to annual flu letter 2023/24- addition of secondary school children (years 7 to 11)






[bookmark: NO1]1.New: Changes to Haematology Advice & Guidance at UHB

From 1 July 2023, BSol GPs will no longer be able to make Advice & Guidance requests through the Consultant Connect calls service. This is in line with the roll out of Advice & Refer for Haematology from 1 July 2023 at UHB for all BSol patients. This will mean that from July onwards, all haematology referrals will go through the advice and refer process and direct referrals into the trust will no longer be accepted. For further information on the Advice & Refer process please click here.





[bookmark: NO2]2.Reminder: UHB Phase 3 Specialties Added to Advice and Refer (A&R)
Since July 2022 UHB has been piloting the Advice and Referral pathway for Dermatology, Rheumatology and Neurology services and later went live in February with a further 7 specialties including: Gastroenterology, Upper GI Surgery, Lower GI Surgery , Liver Surgery, Liver Medicine, Endocrinology and Pain Services.
Phase 3 will now go live from the 3rd of July. This will include Trauma and Orthopaedics, Oral and Maxillofacial, Nephrology, Haematology, Sexual Health/GUM services and Gynaecology.
This means that from e-referral direct booking service (DBS) will be switched off for these specialties from 3rd July 2023.
Please find attached the following that provide more information. 
A short summary communication
Short guidance on how to search for UHB Advice and Refer specialties
A more detailed primary care handbook on Advice and Refer including FAQ.
To access these services please ensure that you are selecting advice (A&G) when referring.


[bookmark: NO3]3.Reminder: COVID vaccinations - at-risk children

All practices should have received an email from BSOLCovidVaccinationBookings@uhb.nhs.uk requesting an extraction of at risk children aged 6 months to 4 years to be sent through, as these children are now eligible for a COVID vaccination. Please ensure that you action this email at the earliest available opportunity.

If you have any questions, or did not receive this email, please contact nhsbsolicb.covidvac@nhs.net, however please do not send any patient information to this email address, as this will be considered a data breach.









[bookmark: NO4]4.New: UKHSA Guide for Parents of Children Aged 6 Months to 11 Years at Higher Risk From COVID-19 Infection
UKHSA have published the guide for parents of children 6 months to 11 years of age at high risk, which you can access here.  
Children at serious risk from the complications of COVID-19 infection include those:
With severe neutralizabilities
Whose immune systems don’t work as well (immunosuppression)
With profound and multiple or severe learning disabilities (including Down’s syndrome), and those on the learning disability register
With long-term serious conditions affecting their health
Eligible children and young people who are aged 6 months to 11 years should have the COVID-19 vaccinations. You can order or download print copies of a information leaflet here. These leaflets should be given to parents and carers of eligible at-risk children aged 6 months to 11 years prior to the vaccination appointment.



[bookmark: NO5]5.Workforce data – reminder to PCNs and practices
NHS England extract the latest general practice and PCN workforce data from the National Workforce Reporting Service (NWRS) at the end of each month. Practices and PCNs need to log into their Strategic Data Collections Service (SDCS) account at least monthly to check and update their workforce details.
The information gathered from the NWRS is crucial for planning new workforce supply, providing support to primary care (PC) teams, and understanding staff capacity in general practice and so it is critical that the information submitted is accurate and reflects any staffing changes.




[bookmark: NO6]6.Exemption certificates and resources for free NHS prescriptions
Some patients are automatically entitled to free NHS prescriptions whilst others require an exemption certificate, such as patients with certain medical conditions and patients who are pregnant or have had a baby in the last 12 months. Resources and guidance explaining who may be entitled to free NHS prescriptions are available to download and display in practices.
If a patient claims free NHS prescriptions that they're not entitled to, or that they don’t hold an exemption certificate for, they may have to pay a penalty charge of up to £100. Healthcare professionals can support patients to apply.


[bookmark: NO7]7.General Practice Improvement Programme – support for practices
Support is available to practices through the General Practice Improvement Programme, part of the delivery plan for recovering access to primary care.
This includes an intensive support offer which provides targeted support for practices working in the most challenging circumstances. Delivered over six months, the final phase for 23/24 starts in October 2023 with a deadline to register by 15 September 2023.
Applications are also open for the next cohort of the ‘General Practice Improvement Leads’ programme starting in September. The programme is designed for those working in general practice and PCNs – find out more.  

















[bookmark: NO8]8.Primary Care Recruitment Event
“As you will no doubt be aware there is a problem recruiting to all primary care roles now.  To help PCNs and Practices Bsol Training Hub are collaborating with the BSOL Integrated Care Board GP Provider Support Unit to host a Primary Care Recruitment Event.  This will be on Saturday 8th July 2023 from 10am – 3pm at The Studio, Cannon Street, Birmingham, B2 5EP.  
Training Hub Quote: 
We are inviting our PCNs/Federations to host stands to promote their job vacancies and opportunities and will also be supported by some of our local Higher Education Institutes who offer apprenticeships and alternative routes in to careers in Primary Care.  For anybody unable to attend we will be advertising their jobs for them via our website and details will be shared with all attendees.
We are promoting all roles within Primary Care and so are keen to advertise the event as far and wide as we can to encourage as many people to attend as possible and to promote working in Primary Care and in particular Birmingham & Solihull as a desirable place to work.  
If you have not yet registered your interest to host a stand or would like to do so it is not too late – please contact Katie Russell, BSOL Training Hub, Katie.russell17@nhs.net”

[bookmark: NO9]9.Oliver McGowan Training
As you are probably already aware some form of mandatory training in Autism/learning disability was agreed in legislation prior to the current involvement of GPCE executive. However, this is not how it is being portrayed. You may or not also be aware of The ‘Oliver McGowan mandatory training ‘which is, in fact, not mandatory. We have attached the guidance that the GPC sent out in December. At the time the GPC met with CQC and NHSE and they both amended their advice to clarify this training is not mandatory. We have attached the guidance again, which links to CQC.  The requirement is that training ‘provided to staff is appropriate and provides staff with knowledge about how to interact and support people with a learning disability’.
The new code of practice for this training is currently under consultation. GPCE will respond to this but please do respond via this link.  Oliver McGowan draft code of practice on statutory learning disability and autism training - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
We feel it is completely inappropriate, as many of you have said, that training be mandated in this way and that as GPs we have a professional obligation to stay up to date across the range of our work. Mandating one specific area over another is not supported by GPCE.  





[bookmark: NU10]10.Moving from two to one dose in the HPV vaccine schedule for those aged under 25 

The change to the HPV vaccine programme from 1 September 2023 has been published. One dose has been shown to be as effective as two at providing protection from HPV infection, so only one dose will be required by teenagers and GBMSM aged up to 25 to be fully protected. Those who have already received one dose of the vaccine prior to September 2023 will be considered fully vaccinated. GBMSM aged 25 to 45 will still require two doses and those living with HIV or known to be immunocompromised will still require three doses.


[bookmark: NU11]11.Identification and invitation of six-month- to four-year-olds in a clinical risk group for their COVID-19 Comirnaty 3 (Three) Concentrate vaccine

When completing searches to identify children aged six months to four years in a clinical risk group, PRIMIS or Cohorting as a Service (CaaS) will enable providers to find the majority to invite those most at risk. CaaS searches use several data sources to increase capture of coded conditions, including GPES and HES, while PRIMIS is embedded in GP clinical systems allowing GP teams to search the data they hold, but not the other sources that CaaS has access to. Using a combination of the CaaS and PRIMIS data through the embedded search function will ensure the greatest coverage of the cohort.


[bookmark: NU12]12.Amendment to annual flu letter 2023/24 – addition of secondary school children (years 7 to 11)

The government has confirmed an amendment to the 2023 to 2024 annual flu letter.  It outlines the addition of secondary school children in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 to the programme. This includes those that are home-schooled and other children not in mainstream education. Providers should ensure they commence vaccinations as early as possible after the flu vaccine becomes available and complete by 15 December in line with the other school aged cohorts already announced.






Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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