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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 10th of January 2024





1. Health and Wellbeing Jan 24 update
2. New: UHB pathology survey 
3. New: Update on Tier 2 Adult Weight Management referrals 
4. Update on GP retention scheme: General Practice Fellowships and Supporting Mentors 
5. Reminder: Digital telephony for general practice 
6. Delivery Plan for Recovering Access to Primary Care: National care navigation training: dates now available until March 2024 
7. Funding for nursing associates 
















[bookmark: NO1]1.Health and Wellbeing Jan 24 update
Please find attached the first GPPSU Health and Wellbeing update for 2024 for your information 





[bookmark: NO2]2.New: UHB pathology survey
UHB pathology is running a survey to help with the continuous evaluation of the service, helping the service to improve provision and identify key areas for development. The short survey, which closes on 14 January, can be accessed here.

[bookmark: NO3]3.New: Update on Tier 2 Adult Weight Management referrals
Please be aware that it is not possible to make referrals to Birmingham City Council’s Tier 2 Adult Weight Management app service during January 2024. Referrals can be made again from 1 February 2024. 
Please check the updated referral form in February as it will be a new email address that you need to use.

[bookmark: NO4]4.Update on GP retention schemes: General Practice Fellowships and Supporting Mentors
The current national GP retention schemes General Practice Fellowships and Supporting Mentors will close on 31 March 2024. GPs and nurses who join the scheme before that date will continue to be supported, until they complete their two-year programme.
NHS England will continue to invest in GP Retention in 2024/25. More information and guidance will follow in early 2024.

[bookmark: NO5]5.Reminder: Digital telephony for general practice
Thanks to practices who have signed and returned contracts to transition from analogue to digital telephony for a go-live of 25 March 2024. Those that have been unable to, please continue to work with commercial.procurementhub@nhs.net to resolve issues.
Practices with Evergreen contracts funded as part of Phase 1, should engage with the commercial.procurementhub@nhs.net to select a supplier by 15 January. Systems have been notified of funding allocations to support sub-optimal digital telephony uplifts. Practices should engage with commercial.procurementhub@nhs.net to commence activities to meet the key activity dates, signing contracts by 2 February.




[bookmark: NO6]6.Delivery Plan for Recovering Access to Primary Care: National care navigation training: dates now available until March 2024
The delivery plan for recovering access to primary care commits to training up to 6,500 staff (one person from every practice and PCN in the country) in care navigation skills. Thousands of primary care colleagues have taken up this free national offer, equipping learners to effectively communicate with patients and the multi-disciplinary team.
Training is accredited, with foundation and advanced modules available. A new online collaborative platform has launched for learners and their managers to access resources and to connect with their peers.
This training is only available until March 2024. Managers are encouraged to register their nominated staff member to complete the training to develop a strong understanding of care navigation as soon as possible.

[bookmark: NO7]7.Funding for nursing associates
Financial support is provided for trainee nursing associates (TNAs) in general practice and primary care networks. Each TNA is eligible for an £8,160 employer grant, along with Apprenticeship levy funding of up to £15,000. If interested, please submit expressions of interest to england.nationalnursingteam@nhs.net


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.





Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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