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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 12th of December 2023


1. BMA GP committee England’s finance survey
2. Reminder: Resources for primary care re measles 
3. New: UHB letter re concerns regarding pathology test results 
4. New: Missing out on the investment and impact fund? We can help!
5. New indicator added to Qualities and Outcomes Framework for adults with serve mental illnesses (SMI)
6. GLP1RA Shortages Update











[bookmark: NO1]1.BMA GP commitee England's finance survey

We are at a critical point in 2024/25 negotiations – we need all practice managers in England to complete the BMA GP committee England’s finance survey. You will have seen last week’s full GP profession survey; now this is your opportunity to demonstrate the increasing impact of inflation and rising costs on English GP practices over the past 12 months.

You will need the practice’s set of GP accounts for 2021/22 and 2022/23, as well as expenditure data for October 2022 and October 2023 together with information on how many staff the practice employs. The survey should take between 20-30 minutes to complete - https://www.research.net/r/practicefinanceDec23

The closing time/date is midnight on 3 January 2024. Should you wish to follow up with any further feedback, please share it via gpsurvey@bma.org.uk.
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2.Reminder: Resources for primary care re measles

In light of the growing number of cases of measles being identified across Birmingham and Solihull, please remain alert. More information on guidance, measures and contacts for practices was sent to practices in a letter from Kate Woolley, Director of Immunisations and Vaccinations at the ICB, last month. Please also refer to the Government's national guidelines on measles.

The core message that will be communicated to patients is that suspected measles cases should not
be attending any health and care setting, and instead should be calling their GP who will complete a remote screening process. If measles is suspected, they will follow the appropriate triage which will also ensure UKHSA and the ICB are notified. Anyone who is unsure of their immunity status or who knows they need a vaccination, whether that’s for their child or for themselves regardless of age, can book for the vaccine via their own GP too.
At the ICB, a range of activity planned in the coming weeks, including: 
A social media toolkit focused on Christmas vaccine messaging;
Three videos with GPs and nurses talking about measles and the MMR vaccine;
Out of home advertising across BSol promoting availability of the vaccine;
Sector-based messaging (primary / secondary care, education settings etc.);
Business card sized ‘action cards’ for front of house staff;
Work with community radio stations.
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3.New: UHB letter re concerns regarding pathology test results

Following concerns expressed by primary care clinicians regarding the reliability and timeliness of some test results from UHB's pathology labs, Craig Webster (Director of Pathology at UHB) has written a letter to practices across BSol.

In his letter, Craig apologises for the impact that these issues have had on primary care and sets out the immediate action that his department is taking to address them. Thank you to Dr Masood Nazir for taking up this issue with UHB. If you have any queries or concerns after reading the letter, please contact labsquality@uhb.nhs.uk.
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4.New: Missing out on the investment and impact fund? We can help!

The Investment and Impact Fund (IIF) forms part of the PCN DES. It supports PCNs to deliver high quality care to their population, as well as supporting the delivery of priority objectives articulated in the NHS. The IIF Indicators are points-based, and for 2023/24, each PCN can achieve a maximum of 262 IIF points and the value of a point is £198.00.

The indicator - providing high quality care domain: cancer area
Percentage of lower gastrointestinal two week wait (fast track) cancer referrals accompanied by a faecal immunochemical test result, with the result recorded in the 21 days leading up to the referral.

How we can help PCNs with this particular indicator
The ICB has employed two FIT administrators who are able to work with your practice. They will be able to review your FIT coding, provide training on how to code correctly and hopefully increase the percentage figure to the 80% target.
The administrators are able to provide training remotely and work with the practice to incorporate good practice and ensure appropriate safety netting is in place for patients referred on two week wait LGI.

We have FIT administrators who are able to assist EMIS Web and SystmOne practices.

The FIT administrators work for the ICB one day a week, and the running period for this indicator is 31 March 2024.

If your practice would like to book a session with a FIT administrator, please contact nhsbsolicb.bsolcancerteam@nhs.net. You can learn more here.






[bookmark: NO5]5.New indicator added to Qualities and Outcomes Framework for adults with severe mental illness (SMI)
A new indicator was added to the Quality and Outcomes Framework in 2023/24 for people with severe mental illness (SMI). MH021 is based on the percentage of patients with SMI who have received all six elements of the Physical Health Check. The six elements include assessments on alcohol consumption and smoking status, BMI, blood pressure, and blood lipid and HbA1c/glucose tests.
We strongly encourage practices to be reviewing their SMI registers to ensure as many as possible are receiving all six elements of the Physical Health Check.
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Dear colleague,
We have raised our concerns around the GLP1RA shortages and the issue around delivery of the specific QOF indicators.  NHS Englands response as below:
We will continue to monitor this shortage with a view to taking the matter up with the GPC.
Thank you for your query. We are aware that there are supply issues with GLP-1 receptor agonists licensed for treating people living with type 2 diabetes. This is largely driven by off-label and private prescribing for weight-loss, which has led to shortages of these medicines for the care of people living with type 2 diabetes. DHSC and NHSE are working closely with national diabetes clinical advisors, professional representative bodies, wholesalers, manufacturers of these medicines and the relevant regulatory agencies to address the supply issues.
A National Patient Safety Alert relating to the shortage of GLP-1 receptor agonists was issued on 18th July 2023. This includes actions and guidance for clinicians.  We understand that lack of availability of a class of medicines for managing type 2 diabetes poses a challenge to maintaining and/or achieving glycaemic control for people who are already on these drugs or people in whom these drugs would be indicated. We are continuing to monitor the situation and, as we expect a relatively small proportion of people with type 2 diabetes to be affected, do not have plans to payment protect the QOF indicators at present.

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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