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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 2nd of January 2024


1. Medical Examiners – independent review of all non-coronial deaths April 2024
2. All I want for Christmas…
3. National Diabetes Experience Survey – Opt out poster 
4. Reminder: Digital telephony for general practice
5. NHS England Partners Pre-Launch Op COURAGE Campaign Brief











[bookmark: NO1]1.Medical examiners - independent review of all non-coronial deaths from April 2024 
The Department of Health and Social Care has published final draft regulations for the statutory medical examiner system. From April 2024, all deaths will be independently reviewed by either a medical examiner or a coroner.
The changes include a new Medical Certificate of Cause of Death, and it will no longer be necessary for the attending doctor to have seen the deceased 28 days before death. Find more information by listening to podcasts from the National Medical Examiner and medical examiners and GPs working together.   
The Royal College of Pathologists will host an information event on 17 January 2024







[bookmark: NO2]2. All I want for Christmas…

GPC are at a critical point in the 2024/25 GMS negotiations – and we need LMCs' help to send the below out to practices. 

We know the timing isn't ideal with two out at the same time, but the PRACTICE FINANCE SURVEY is particularly important.

This survey is anonymous and the BMA has detailed GDPR statements on its webpages. We cannot stress enough how much our side needs accurate, contemporaneous evidence about the financial challenges facing surgeries right now.

The anonymous data gathered is to be escalated to Treasury to increase the funding envelope available for 2024/25. Even if you can just guarantee that three of your surgeries submit their data, it will make a difference. 

The closing date is 09:00 on 2 January, so it has to be done this week or next. Please spare half an hour of your time over Christmas and the New Year to complete this if you possibly can. This is your opportunity to demonstrate the increasing impact of inflation and rising costs on your practice over the past 12 months.

https://www.research.net/r/practicefinanceDec23

Before you begin, you will need: 
1. Global sum info    
2. QOF income  &   
3. Oct 22 & Oct 23 data on: 
expenses
locum costs and spend
change in profits
% uplift given/planned for staff
total expenses spend on WTE staff
GPs and locums
cashflow
impact of inflation

The closing time/date is midnight on 2 January 2024. Should your constituent PMs wish to follow up with any further feedback, please get them to share it via gpsurvey@bma.org.uk.







[bookmark: NO3]3.National Diabetes Experience Survey – Opt out poster
The National Diabetes Experience Survey is a new national survey, commissioned by NHS England, for people living with type 1 or type 2 diabetes.
As a requirement of Section 251 (NHS Act 2006), people living with diabetes must be notified about the survey and given the opportunity to opt-out of being selected.
Primary Care providers are asked to display this downloadable opt-out poster from 15 December 23 until 17 January 2024. The poster makes people aware of the upcoming survey and provides an opportunity for them to ask questions or opt-out if they wish to be excluded from taking part.


[bookmark: NO4]4.Reminder: Digital telephony for general practice

Thanks to practices who have signed and returned contracts. Those still to complete this action to enable the switch from analogue telephony solutions to digital, must do so by today (21 December) and sign contracts by 2 February 2024, enabling implementation and go-live by 25 March 2024.
ICBs, practices and PCNs received a letter in November outlining details of additional funding for practices on sub-optimal digital telephony systems. Thanks also to practices who signed up in principle by 18 December.
Systems have been notified of funding allocations to support sub-optimal digital telephony uplifts. Practices should engage with commercial.procurementhub@nhs.net to resolve issues and commence activities to meet the key activity dates.
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5.NHS England Partners Pre-Launch Op COURAGE Campaign Brief
Dear Colleagues - I would be very grateful if you would share the information and invitation below as widely as you think appropriate 
Many thanks and all best wishes for 2024 
Description:
As you may be aware, NHS England are due to launch a campaign to raise awareness of Op COURAGE: The Veterans Mental Health and Wellbeing Service. Therefore, wherever you work within or with the NHS, we would like to invite you to this pre-launch brief to give you a preview of the campaign.

This will be the first national campaign for an NHS veterans health initiative and we would be ever so grateful for your support. The link to join the meeting can be found in the Event Information within this event.

If you would like a calendar invite with a Teams link sent directly to you, please email Kate.barnett12@nhs.net.
Date: 04 Jan 2024 
Start Time: 15:00 
Duration: 30 minutes 
Timezone: (UTC) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London
Location: Teams



























Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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