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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 14th of March 2024

1. Learning Disabilities Register 
2. GP SOS – Save Our Surgeries 
3. Cloud based telephony 
4. HRT guidance updates
5. PRSB Survey – GP activity data
6. NIHR In-Practice Fellowship
7. Professional Record Standards Body
8. New: Medical Examiner Service webinar recording










[bookmark: NO1]1.Learning Disabilities Register
The issue of some patients being erroneously included on the Learning Disabilities (LD) Register has now been resolved. The register should now reduce to normal levels which will resolve the denominator and payment issues.
If there are any practices who are still experiencing issues with their LD Register reports, they should contact their GP Clinical System Supplier.
NHS England encourages general practice teams to maintain their offer of LD annual health checks throughout March to enable people with a learning disability to access support for their health, which includes a health action plan.
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Have your say on the 2024/25 GP contract changes – join the BMA and update your details now
Following the unanimous rejection by GPC England of the contract offer on the table from government, GPCE’s officer team have reopened talks about the GMS contract changes for April 2024 onwards, giving the Government until the end of the month to present significant improvements. A letter has also been sent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Jeremy Hunt, outlining the perilous state of general practice and reminding him of his supportive words when he was chair of the Health & Social Care Select Committee. We are now waiting to hear back from NHSE and DHSC.
Whatever is on the table at that point will be put to you, as BMA members, via a referendum in March. This won’t stop the Government from imposing the contract changes, but it will give us a vital insight into how the profession feels about the contract, and where we go next. We know you need hope, stability, and safety in your day to day-to-day work and in your surgeries and this is the message we give to government frequently and will continue to do so.
You need to be a BMA member to have your say in the referendum. This means making sure your details are up to date, and spreading the word to friends and colleagues about joining the BMA. We plan to open the referendum in early March, so do keep an eye on your email for the voting link. The email will be from Civica, which is handling the referendum on the BMA’s behalf. 
To find out more about the current contract changes and why GPC England requested further changes, click here. I would urge you to watch and distribute the excellent video from Katie, our chair, explaining the perilous situation we face – you can find the video here.
General practice is in crisis. These figures are very revealing…
1.9% (£178m) - national GP contract uplift for 2024/25 on offer from Government
£800m – value lost from the contract since 2019 due to cost inflation
31% - average drop in GP contractor earnings before tax for 2022/23 compared with the previous year
1,900 - fewer full time, qualified GPs since September 2015 when….
6,000 - additional GPs were promised by this government in 2019
1.39 million - average daily appointments delivered in general practice across England
6.25 million - extra NHS general practice patients in Jan 2024 compared to 2015
£107 – practice payment per patient per year (excluding PCN and COVID payments)
5-6% - of the overall NHS budget spent on general practice-level contracts in England in 2022/23 
£0 – this is the deficit accrued by GP surgeries in 2023/24. We are a very efficient part of the NHS trying to cope with limited resources
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GPCE has written to NHSE to raise concerns over the rollout of CBT (cloud-based telephony) and the financial and workload impact this is having on practices along with pressure to sign complex contracts on very short deadlines. NHSE advised last year that there would be no increased costs to practices for their monthly contracts. We have relayed concerns raised about these issues and are seeking an urgent meeting with NHSE while calling for a pause of the roll-out of this contract mandated procurement exercise. 
We want to hear if you are seeing increased costs and please do email info.gpc@bma.org.uk with details of what you pay now and what you are being asked to pay going forward with the telephony provider.
GPs have been pressured at the last minute to sign up to new telephony systems at huge extra cost – despite reassurances from NHS England this would not be the case. Deputy chair Dr David Wrigley thinks this is a huge mistake and has called for an immediate pause, read more here. 
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An updated HRT PPC guidance document has been published by DHSC. This is to reflect changes to the definition of products in scope of the HRT PPC, following the launch of new products onto the market, and an agreed process for managing discontinuations. The latest version can be found here: HRT PPC guidance | NHSBSA.
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5.PRSB survey – GP activity data
The Professional Records & Standards Body (PRSB) are surveying GPs as part of a set of proposals to implement a standard set of SNOMED codes to capture consultation mode and GP activity data. The survey closes on 15th March and seeks to garner views from practices on how day-to-day activity that takes place can best be defined and recorded.
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The NIHR In-Practice Fellowship (IPF) initially offered academic training to fully qualified general practitioners, general dental practitioners, and community dentists, who are in NHS practice in England. The eligibility for this scheme has been broadened in 2024 to cover all other health and care professionals working in a primary care setting, including (but not restricted to) nurses, midwives, pharmacists, and health visitors. This enhanced offer will enable a larger cohort of health and care professionals to access research training and development, to advance their academic research careers. In-Practice Fellowship (IPF) Round 18 | NIHR
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The PRSB is aligning its standards to the new Pathology standard (DAPB4101) going through approval at the DAPB in March. The current components used in PRSB standards were developed before the recent pathology standards. The PRSB need to ensure that test results and reports that clinicians receive can be shared digitally with their colleagues and can be incorporated into shared care records. The PRSB are asking clinical informaticians with an interest in pathology to review PRSB standards considering the new standards to ensure that they align. To support this work, the PRSB are holding a webinar on Thursday 21 March, 11am - 1pm, to register click here.
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8.New: Medical Examiner Service webinar recording
The GP Provider Support Unit has organised two hour-long evening webinars about the Medical Examiner Service (MES). The first of these took place yesterday evening (Wednesday 6 March) and was attended by over 150 staff. The recording of the webinar is available to view on YouTube here. Further resources, including the presentation slides and a Q&A document, will follow in due course.
The details of the next webinar are: Wednesday 20 March 6pm - 7pm
Click here to add to your calendar  |  Click here to join the meeting
The MES in Birmingham and Solihull will officially go live in April but referrals are already being accepted as part of their preparations. Once MES goes live, GPs will no longer be able to issue a MCCD (death certificate) direct to the Registrar Office without referring to MES first; this will be a legal obligation. 

This webinar is an opportunity to learn more about MES before it formally launches.




Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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