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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER –  5th of April 2024



1. Stop GP Practice shutting their doors
2. GPCE Referendum Voting
3. Seasonal influenza vaccination service 2024/5
4. Update on indemnity arrangements for the administrative of MMR vaccines to practice staff
5. New: UHB paediatric phlebotomy services 
6. Reminder: Community Endoscopy Service 
7. Reminder: Unified Paediatric Advice and Guidance Service 
8. Reminder: Umbrella sexual health services referral forms
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1.Stop GP Practices shutting their doors

One in ten of us already face a three-week wait for a GP appointment. With hundreds of GPs facing closure, the number of us waiting could get even higher. The Government need a proper plan to save GPs from closure. Agree?

Join the petition set up by NHS GP Dr Adam Janjua: https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-gp-practices-shutting-their-doors?source=whatsapp-share-button&utm_campaign=blast44861&utm_medium=socialshare&utm_source=whatsapp&share=4b0d67cf-322b-4dd2-9af0-55ecec85356e




[bookmark: NO2]2.GPCE Referendum Voting

GPC are keen to make sure that no GP is disenfranchised in any future votes. They know a lot of the issues they uncovered in the referendum were corrected on the hoof, but they also know some weren’t.

Can colleagues who were entitled to vote (GP or GP reg, working in England in any role, BMA member) but didn’t manage to vote to complete this form, or complete it on their behalf with information you hold?

The results are going to Cambs LMC for the GPCE Representation policy group to look through, nothing identifiable will be shared without individual consent, but we may contact your constituent to find out more if we’re struggling to resolve any tricky issues.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=RspuAxSh6kSDcjW_TRVfzoSWaCjkE9BDolWgB4sfCq1UNkNSRVBJSlA2UVdSOFQ5Rlk0Ulo3QlRVNyQlQCN0PWcu

[bookmark: NO3]3.Seasonal influenza vaccination service 2024/25
The following 2024-25 seasonal flu documentation has been published:
Seasonal Influenza Enhanced Service (adults and at risk) Specification
Childhood Influenza Enhanced Service Specification
Seasonal Vaccination Influenza Collaboration Agreement
Seasonal Influenza Advanced Service Specification
The contracts remain largely the same as 2023/24 including the item of service payment. The flu letter sets out the programme start for most adults in October, exact date to be confirmed. It may not be appropriate to delay flu vaccinations until October for some adults, and to enable early administration in exceptional clinical circumstances, the contractual start date for GPs only will be 15 August 2024. 







[bookmark: NO4]4.Update on indemnity arrangements for the administration of MMR vaccines to practice staff
As communicated on the NHS Resolution website, indemnity cover will be temporarily provided through Clinical Negligence Scheme General Practice (CNSGP) for the administration of MMR vaccines to eligible practice staff. Where a first vaccination was administered on or before 31 March 2024 and a second vaccination is given on or before the 31 May 2024, indemnity cover will be provided.
Practice staff should continue to be encouraged to inform their registered practice if they have received an MMR vaccine, and request that it is included in their medical record. For any enquiries, please email england.vacspolicyandcontracts@nhs.net.
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5.New: UHB paediatric phlebotomy services
The ICB has been made aware of longer than expected waiting times for patients who have been referred for a paediatric blood tests by their GP. There has been a 10% rise in such requests over the last four years. The ICB is working with system partners and providers to reduce this wait time. Please see below for information to help you refer your patient to the most appropriate service in Birmingham: 
Site: Birmingham Children's Hospital
Age range: 0 - 16 years
Current waiting time: 10 - 12 weeks
If the blood test is considered urgent, GPs are advised to call the phlebotomy reception on 0121 333 9304.
Site: Birmingham Heartlands Hospital
Age range: 0 - 11 years
Current waiting time: 3 - 4 weeks
If the blood test is considered urgent, GPs are advised to call the phlebotomy booking office on 0121 424 1528.
Site: Good Hope Hospital 
Age range: 0 - 11 years
Current wait time: 4 - 5 weeks
If the blood test is considered urgent, GPs are advised to call the phlebotomy booking office on 0121 424 1528.
Patients 12 years old and above can access walk-in phlebotomy service at the following locations: 
Birmingham Heartlands Hospital – 8.30am - 4.30pm
Good Hope Hospital – 9am - 4.45pm
Solihull Hospital – 8am - 4.45pm
Patients can also request an appointment at Washwood Heath Community Diagnostics Centre on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8.30am till 4.30pm. There is free car parking at the CDC.





















[bookmark: NO6]6.Reminder: Community Endoscopy Service

A new community endoscopy service has been created for patients who need a fast track two-week upper / lower GI referral which enables them to access specialists away from hospitals during the day, the evening and at weekends. So far, there have been very few referrals to this service. Please familiarise yourself with the service and refer your patients if you feel they would benefit.

The new service is accepting direct access referrals from all practices. Patient can be booked into appointment slots via eRS for access to colonoscopy / endoscopy for your suspected upper / lower GI urgent suspected cancer referrals using your usual cancer two-week wait referral pathways and forms. FIT negative patients with rectal bleeding can be referred to this unit.  Please use the FIT negative rectal bleeding form available on eRS.

As demonstrated in the recent GP education webinar, the new service can be found on ERS under the two-week wait service under location of by searching for Castle Vale Primary Care Centre, under diagnostics. Please ensure your medical secretaries are made aware of this and forms are completed correctly.  They must include reasons for referral and timeframe is specified by the relevant unit, e.g. six months, six weeks, six days, etc.
There are benefits of free car parking and a seven day a week, 8am to 8pm service. The unit is served by good transport links from Birmingham City Centre, Chelmsley Wood Shopping Centre, and North and East Birmingham localities. The PowerPoint presentation from the webinar can be accessed here and recording of the GP Education webinar can be accessed here. For more information, please contact the ICB's Cancer Team.


[bookmark: NO7]7.Reminder: Unified Paediatric Advice and Guidance Service

Do you need to discuss a child or refer a child for same day or urgent assessment?
 
Call 0121 5823120 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday.  Details will be taken by an administrator and you will be put through to a dedicated consultant to provide advice, and take same day referrals.
 
Out of hours and during weekends and bank holidays please call switchboard 0121 4242000 for the paediatric registrar: bleep 8685 for Good Hope Hospital and bleep 2923 for Heartlands Hospital.
 
Please do NOT send patients to the emergency department unless it is an accident or emergency. Please do NOT send patients without contacting the UHB Paediatric Service. They have found that many children attend when an alternative service would be more appropriate, and, with numbers of referrals doubled in the last year, children often have to wait for long periods when they arrive unexpectedly resulting in reduced satisfaction and patient safety.



[bookmark: NO8]8.Reminder: Umbrella sexual health services referral form

Umbrella provides free and confidential sexual health services in Birmingham and Solihull, including all types of contraception, STI testing and treatment, including one-to-one work.
 
Please see the this referral form which also includes their website details and a list of services they offer.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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