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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 21st of May 2024



1. Countdown to SCRa switch off – Monday 3 June
2. Supporting practices with digitals tools
3. SystmOne Appt mapping error affecting IIF ACCO8 indicator 
4. New: National update on the Medical Examiner Service 
5. New: Taskforce on the Future of General Practice 
6. New: AccuRx Self-Book 
7. GPC England: GP contractor / partner ballot in England before collective action to open in June
8. *GOOD NEWS*
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1.Countdown to SCRa switch off – Monday 3 June
The Summary Care Record application (SCRa) has been replaced by the National Care Record Service (NCRS). From Monday 3 June, users will no longer be able to access SCRa and will instead be redirected to NCRS. 
NHS England anticipates minimal impact for users and all existing smartcard credentials and access rights will continue to function on the new system. Users requiring support in accessing NCRS, or experiencing any technical issues should visit our webpage for advice or raise a ticket with the helpdesk. If you’re interested in helping to shape the future of NCRS, please sign up to join our research panel. 




[bookmark: NO2]2.Supporting practices with digital tools
Supporting practices to secure digital tools (online consultation, messaging, appointment booking, demand and capacity) is a key part of the Primary Care Access Recovery Plan and the move to Modern General Practice model.
Funding is available in 2024/25 to support the purchase of these tools. In 2024/25 there will be flexibility in the approach, given the Digital Pathways Framework delay. NHS England is asking ICBs to work collaboratively with PCNs/practices and the national Commercial and Procurement Hub to ensure the necessary tools are in place, by using or extending existing frameworks, directly contracting with suppliers who meet new national standards and by securing a greater range of demand and capacity planning tools. Practices/PCNs should continue to link with ICB digital leads to ensure their requirements are discussed. Read our practice guidance.
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3.SystmOne Appt mapping error affecting IIF ACC08 indicator
For those with practices that use SystmOne you may or may not be aware that there has been an error relating to appointment mapping that may have affected practice’s ability to meet the ACC08 IIF indicator, impacting practices financially.
IGPM have created a letter, attached, and sent to NHSE but you may wish to encourage any affected practices to also send to their ICB or use in your negotiations.

[bookmark: NO4]4.New: National update on the Medical Examiner Service

Information on the commencement of the statutory Medical Examiner Service in September 2024 is now available on the Department of Health and Social Care website, the updated NHS England Medical Examiner webpage and GP information webpage.

DHSC are leading work around the MCCD as it is a statutory form, including the distribution of the paper copies; expect an update to the MCCD guidance for doctors in due course.

The Royal College of Pathologists will be hosting their second free online information event on 11 June from 9.30am till 1.30pm. This session is aimed at anyone working in, or with, the Medical Examiner system in England and Wales.





[bookmark: NO5]5.New: Taskforce on the Future of General Practice

On 15 May, Dr Onyi Okonkwo, the ICB's newly appointed Associate Non-Executive Director for Clinical Quality and GP Partner at The Wand Medical Centre, attended the inaugural meeting of the Department of Health and Social Care’s new Taskforce on the Future of General Practice, chaired by the Minister for Public Health, Start for Life and Primary Care, Andrea Leadsom.
 
In February 2024 NHS England (NHSE) published the 2024-25 GP contract details, and described it as a “stepping stone” towards “more fundamental reform”. At the same time as the contract details were published, it was announced that the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) would launch a Taskforce on the Future of General Practice which would convene in the spring and summer of 2024. The Taskforce is a key opportunity for DHSC and NHSE to hear from stakeholders about priorities for change in the short, medium, and long-term.
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NHS England has been funding AccuRx Self Book since the COVID-19 pandemic, but they will stop funding it after 30 June 2024. Potentially, there is an alternative source of funding that could be used, it is important to note, this alternative source (PCARP) has been reduced by 0.19p per patient for the 2024-2025 financial year.
 
We have several tools to be taken out of this pot of funding. We are in the process of checking with the sector which tools we should focus the GP PSU supporting and funding. We want to work with the sector and understand your needs. We will request increased level of funding on your behalf to try and bridge the gap.
 
If the sector decides to prioritise AccuRx Self Book and our finances are approved, there must be a clause in the contract the practice has entered with Accurx, that the costs can be transferred to the GP PSU. However, practices should be prepared in case the finances do not come through and consider contingency plans in place by 30 June 2024.
 
Please note AccuRx self-book is separate to the accuRx bundle (SMS, batch, triage) that practices have, there is no change to the Accurx bundle that is still currently funded by the GP PSU.
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7.GPC England: GP contractor / partner ballot in England before collective action to open in June
Today at GPC England, GPCE voted to move ahead with a non-statutory ballot for collective action in England. 
The ballot will be open to all GP contractors and partners. We need you to vote YES, to send a message to Government that we are ready to stand up for a better service for our patients, and to protect our practices. 
To vote in the non-statutory ballot, please login to bma.org.uk and check your details are correct. We must have the right information for your vote to count, so please double check.  If you have any issues updating your details, please email gpcontract@bma.org.uk for further assistance.
The ballot will open 17 June and close on 29 July. Please look out for an email from Civica which will allow you to vote.


[bookmark: NO8]8.*GOOD NEWS* 
The BMA Board have *approved* a funding budget for GPC England to use, should it determine it undertakes action as a profession in response to its 24/25 contract imposition.
Please read this Tweet below and understand *why* GPs may want to collectively act.
The *aim* of any proposed action would be to get the *necessary leverage* to *deliver essential requirements* for the *25/26 contract*, but *even more*, to get the *next Government to agree to a NEW contract*. 
GMS is moribund.
It locks partners, sessional, practice nurses and staff in a zero-sum game of blame for poor working conditions and earnings.
It is impossible to deliver an infinite open-ended contract.
⁠It is unconscionable to expect unlimited liability in delivering the undeliverable
⁠It is used as a stick to beat us that we only undertake a service if we are paid to do so, due to perverse commissioning incentives of recent years.
We must _restore the core_ to survive. That means shifting QOF and _so much more_ into our baseline funding:
https://x.com/anish_k_patel/status/1755952672778101012?s=48&t=HzdJH8F6V1mE-9k-uBOJEQ






Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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