[image: ]
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 2nd of May 2024





1. SNOMED codes for initial health assessment of migrants
2. Delivery Plan for Recovering Access to Primary Care: purchasing digital tools to support Modern General Practice 
3. GPC Roadshow at 1:30pm – 4:30pm on Wednesday 5th June at Beaconside Conference Centre 
4. GP Procurement Form and Due Diligence for New UHB/Umbrella Contract 2024-2028











[bookmark: NO1]1.SNOMED codes for initial health assessment of migrants
To support the initial health assessment and management of newly arrived migrants in the UK, two new SNOMED codes have been released to record that an Initial Health Assessment for newly arrived migrants has been undertaken, using the New Patient Questionnaire in line with the Migrant Health Guide. Permanent registration will improve record transfer and continuity of care. All individuals new to the country are automatically attributed an NHS number (see guidance). GP teams are reminded to check the Spine to see if individuals already an NHS number have, to ensure continuity of care and avoid duplication of records. 
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Given a delay to the Digital Pathways Framework, we have set out arrangements for ICBs to use available funding throughout 2024/25 to support the procurement of digital tools in line with implementing Modern General Practice. Digital tools include online consultation, messaging, appointment booking, and in 24/25 an expansion to include demand and capacity tools. 
ICBs will need to work collaboratively with PCNs/practices and the national Commercial and Procurement Hub to plan for 24/25 and ensure all practices have the necessary digital tools aligned with the local digital strategy. Practice and PCN colleagues should continue to link with ICB digital leads to ensure their requirements are discussed. 
New information for practices section on the Digital Pathways Framework.



[bookmark: NO3]3.GPC Roadshow at 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm on Wednesday 5th June at Beaconside Conference Centre
Following on from the imposition of contract and recent referendum, West Midlands LMC Liaison Group (WMLMCLG) has organised this GPC roadshow for West Midlands practices to discuss the GP contract and the steps we need to take as a profession in the future.  Dr Katie Bramall-Stainer, Chair of the GPC will be in attendance.  The invitation is open to GPs and PMs however we would ask that your practice sends only one GP (or PM if no GPs are able to attend).
Please follow the link below to book a place:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gpc-roadshow-west-midlands-tickets-891606568247
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Please see below (and attached information) that has been brought to our attention by one of our practices.

Should you wish to enter into any contract with UHB/Umbrella please could we emphasise that you read the documents/contract(s) thoroughly and, ensure that you are happy with the contents such as: a) duration b) funding c) turnround times for payment d) termination (on both sides) and any other clauses that may cause a problem for your practice once signing has been undertaken.

Vicky Blenkinsopp Vicky.Blenkinsopp@uhb.nhs.uk

Subject: GP Procurement Form and Due Diligence for New Contract 2024-2028

Dear Umbrella GP,
 
As our current contract expired on 31st March 2024, we are requesting the attached information to continue our contractual relationship going forwards for the next 4 years (with a potential extension of a further 2 years). Attached is a copy of the new tariffs (applicable from 1st April 2024).
 
We are still in contract discussions with Birmingham and Solihull Councils regarding the head contract, but we are hoping to be in a position of being able to sign the sub-contracts with yourselves as soon as possible once the head contract has been signed. To support this, we would appreciate the attached documents being returned by no later than Friday 10th May.
 
Once the attached procurement form and due diligence has been received, this will be checked by both procurement and contracting colleagues. Once confirmed satisfactory, when the draft sub-contract is available, this will be populated and shared for signature.
 
Due Diligence Required:
 
Documents for each GP undertaking sexual health services:
Evidence of FSRH Letters of Competency for both IUD/S and SDI fittings/removals for each GP
Evidence of DBS for each GP
Evidence of professional indemnity for each GP (e.g. MDU certificate)
Evidence of GMC membership for each GP

Practices documents:
Evidence of practices CQC registration
Evidence of employer’s liability certificate
Evidence of either General Medical Services (GMS), Personal Medical Services (PMS) or Alternative Provider Medical Services (APMS) contract
A copy of your safeguarding policies (adult and young persons)
A copy of your health and safety policy
Evidence of Data Security and Protection Toolkit
Completed schedule 6 contract information (see attached document highlighted sections)
Modern Slavery Policy
 
If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by replying to this email.
 
Kind regards,

Umbrella Contacts



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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