[image: ]
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 19th of July 2024



[bookmark: NO8]
1. BMA Focus on proformas and referral forms
2. New guidance for doctors who are pregnant or breastfeeding
3. Whooping cough vaccination 
4. General Medical Service (GMS) registration and GP2GP transfers between community GPs and the detained estate 
5. Limited time to access improvement support for general practices 
6. Last chance to vote in the GPC England ballot for GP contractors / partners 
7. THE CAMERON FUND 




















[bookmark: NO1]
1.BMA Focus on proformas and referral forms:
Please find attached pdf document from BMA for your information.  





[bookmark: NO2]2.New guidance for doctors who are pregnant or breastfeeding 

‘As doctors, we don’t surrender our basic employment rights, despite the unsocial hours and long shifts. This guidance seeks to set out the minimum standard of care for our pregnant colleagues,’ writes obs and gynae trainee Lydia Akinola >

‘We have clear, unequivocal evidence of the negative effect certain working patterns, common in medicine, can have on the health of mother and fetus,’ writes consultant obstetrician Ruth-Anna MacQueen >
If you have any questions, please email info.pcs@bma.org.uk


[bookmark: NO3]3.Whooping cough vaccination
Pertussis cases continue to rise rapidly and sadly there have been 9 infant deaths since the current outbreak began in November last year. The NHS is encouraging staff who meet pregnant women to signpost or offer pertussis vaccination at every opportunity.
GP practices are asked to help promote the vaccine in pregnancy campaign. New communications resources to support pertussis vaccine uptake in pregnancy, in partnership with the Royal College of Obstetricians & Gynaecologists and the Royal College of Midwives, are available here.
NHS England and the UK Health Security Agency have written to commissioners and healthcare professionals outlining the changes and delivery of the maternal pertussis vaccination from 1 July.  
















[bookmark: NO4]4.General Medical Service (GMS) registration and GP2GP transfers between community GPs and the detained estate
GMS registration and GP2GP transfers have launched for adult female prison estate residents. GMS registration within the detained estate (DE) healthcare team prompts a GP2GP transfer to take place, electronically transferring the patient’s record from their community GP into their DE healthcare team, and then back to community following release.  
NHS England is asking GP practices to ensure that processes are in place to meet the contractual requirement of the NHS England Standard General Medical Services (GMS) Contract 2017/18, with information on how to do this here. Contact england.healthandjustice@nhs.net for more information.



[bookmark: NO5]5.Limited time to access improvement support for general practices
Practices have limited time to put themselves forward for on-site, in-person support from the General Practice Improvement Programme.
Hands-on support is available from improvement specialists to embed ‘modern general practice’, helping improve access, care navigation processes, and better aligning capacity with demand. The free programme is flexible to focus on practices’ specific challenges and includes up to 16 on-site visits and four group learning sessions.
Places for 24/25 are limited, as is time to apply. Interested practices should contact their ICB primary care lead as soon as possible.














[bookmark: NO6]6.Last chance to vote in the GPC England ballot for GP contractors / partners
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Our ballot closes on Monday 29 July. The ballot is open to all GP contractors/partners in England, and to vote you must be a member of the BMA. 

Protect Your Patients, Protect Your Practice 
Vote YES and use the BMA GP Practice Survival Toolkit

You should have received an email from bma@cesvotes.com. If you haven’t received an email, see more information here

If you have any questions, please email: gpcontract@bma.org.uk

Read our GP campaign page for more information about the ballot, contract guidance, and how to order campaign materials such as BMA GP Practice Survival Toolkit cards which fit inside GPs Are On Your Side lanyards, badges, window stickers, and patient leaflets. 

As the non-statutory ballot is only open to BMA GP contractors/partner BMA members, given we can only ballot BMA members, we have also created this form for non-GP partners/contractors to sign and show support for our campaign. Please pass this form on. 













[bookmark: NO7]7.THE CAMERON FUND

Attached is the Cameron Fund Summer Newsletter with all the latest news about the work of the Cameron Fund.

The Camaron Fund is the only medical benevolent charity which solely supports current and former NHS GPs and their dependants. I do hope that you will be able to find the time to peruse the newsletter and also take a look at the Fund’s website at  www.cameronfund.org.uk  in order to find out more about the fund and its work.

I should also like to take this opportunity to encourage you to become members of the fund. Membership is entirely free, is open to all current and former NHS GPs and membership gives entitlement to attend and vote in the Fund’s AGM, to vote in elections for trustees, and indeed to stand for election as a trustee of the fund. Most importantly membership of the fund will demonstrate your support for the charity and its objectives and encourage you to spread the word about the charity and what it does. 

An application form for membership is available at the website. It is also worth noting that other staff involved In general practice, such as practice nurses and practice managers are entitled to become associate members of the fund.

The website also has information on how to donate to the Fund, whether as a one- off donation or a regular contribution.

Dr Bob Morley
Joint Regional Trustee
The Cameron Fund



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.





Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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