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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER –  3rd of June 2024



1. Oliver McGowan Mandatory Training FAQs
2. Locum GPs survey
3. Infected Blood Inquiry – Information for Patients 
4. Final preparation for transition to the Cervical Screening Management System 
5. Whooping cough vaccination 
6. Medical Examiner Service
7. Final preparation for transition to the Cervical Screening Management System 
8. Prior Notification Lists for Cervical Screening 
9. New: Important message from Birmingham MASH
10. See attachment 
11. See attachment 








[bookmark: NO1]1.Oliver McGowan Mandatory Training FAQs
Please find attached pdf file for the updated FAQs in relation to The Oliver McGowan Mandatory Training. 

[bookmark: NO2]2.Locum GPs survey
We are hearing from increasing numbers of GP locums that they are having difficulties in obtaining suitable locum work, and that the nature of locum work has become ever more challenging.  To help the BMA have the latest data and bolster our campaigning and lobbying work on this issue, we need to know as much as possible around your experience of working as a locum GP in the current environment. Please complete this survey and share with colleagues. We want to hear from all GPs in the UK who have undertaken locum sessions in the past 12 months. 
The survey closes at midnight on the 9th of June and all responses will be anonymised.




[bookmark: NO3]3.Infected Blood Inquiry – Information for Patients
Infected Blood Inquiry - information for patients:: NHS Birmingham and Solihull (icb.nhs.uk)
What to do if a patient has a health concern related to infected blood
If a patient is concerned about potentially having an undiagnosed hepatitis C infection, they can order a home NHS test kit online here. These tests are free and completely confidential.
Hepatitis B is also linked to infected blood. Whilst hepatitis B usually clears up on its own without treatment, it could develop into chronic hepatitis B. You can signpost patients to more information here.
HIV testing is also provided on the NHS free of charge. Testing services are available at sexual health clinics, as well as through free home sampling kits. Patients can find out more about HIV testing and can search for local services on the NHS website.

[bookmark: NO4]4.Final preparations for transition to the Cervical Screening Management System
NHS England is now in the final stages of testing the Cervical Screening Management System (CSMS), the new IT system that will support the continued success of the NHS Cervical Screening Programme. We expect the system to go live during late June 2024.
Final actions outlined in the system letter, issued on 21 May 2024, must be completed by 17 June 2024 by all staff delivering cervical screening services.
Once CSMS goes live, it will be accessed via an NHS smartcard and the current Open Exeter system will no longer be accessible for the purposes of delivering NHS cervical screening services. 








[bookmark: NO5]5.Whooping cough vaccination
Whooping cough (pertussis) cases continue to rise, with 1,319 cases confirmed in March 2024 compared with 858 cases for the whole of 2023.
The infection can be serious for babies who are too young to start their vaccinations and may lead to complications resulting in hospitalisation and even death. The pertussis vaccination in pregnancy provides protection for pregnant women and young babies against serious illness. The NHS is encouraging anyone pregnant to come forward, and for staff who meet them to signpost or offer this vaccination at every opportunity. You can find further resources from NHS England on the campaign resources website. 



[bookmark: NO6]6.Medical Examiner Service
Please see below legislation laid down by parliament on 21st May 2024 in relation to the Medical Examiners Service.
            https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/668/note/made
It is intended that other secondary legislation relating to the new statutory ME system will come into force on the same day – 9 September 2024. This legislation is: The Medical Examiners (England) Regulations 2024, The Medical Certificate of Cause of Death Regulations 2024, The National Medical Examiner (Additional Functions) Regulations 2024, The Medical Examiners (Wales) Regulations 2024, and The Registration of Births and Deaths Regulations 1987.
Applicable Guidance 
8.1 The department has produced updated versions of several pieces of guidance. These will be available on 9 September 2024 at: 
• Cremation forms and guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)










  
[bookmark: NO7]7.Final preparations for transition to the Cervical Screening Management System

NHS England is now in the final stages of testing the Cervical Screening Management System (CSMS), the new IT system that will support the continued success of the NHS Cervical Screening Programme. We expect the system to go live during late June 2024.

Final actions outlined in the system letter, issued on 21 May 2024, must be completed by 17 June 2024 by all staff delivering cervical screening services.

Once CSMS goes live, it will be accessed via an NHS smartcard and the current Open Exeter system will no longer be accessible for the purposes of delivering NHS cervical screening services. 

[bookmark: NO8]8.Prior Notification Lists for Cervical Screening

In preparation for the introduction of the new Cervical Screening Management System (CSMS), which replaces the current call/recall IT system that is accessed by Open Exeter, GP Practices should review and update email details to continue to receive prior notification list (PNL) reminders.

Currently an email advising practices that the PNL is available for completion is sent by the Cervical Screening Administration Service (CSAS). Practices are asked to check the email address held on Open Exeter, by visiting the Organisation Maintenance Screen on the main menu Application drop down list. A generic email address, rather than a named individual’s email, should be used to avoid notifications being missed.

If required, the practice’s Primary Contact/Primary User on Open Exeter must email pcse.openexeter@nhs.net requesting that the email address for cervical screening PNLs is updated. Please include the practice code/ODS code in the request.

Please action this request by 7 June 2024 to ensure that, when CSMS goes live, PNL reminders continue to be issued and received to support effective call and recall of patients.







[bookmark: NO9]9.New: Important message from Birmingham MASH
A parent recently contacted the Birmingham Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub admin team on the mobile phone number which is shared with professionals following a strategy meeting. The parent said the GP had given her the phone number and advised her to contact the Duty team. Please note that the only numbers that should be given out to patients if they require further information regarding a social services investigation are: 
CASS - 0121 303 1888
The Allocated Social Worker, if documented
The Health Visiting Team
Or signpost them back to their child’s school if school were the ones who made the initial referral
 The MASH admin team mobile phone number was obviously given out in error. Please note that that number is for professional use only.



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.







Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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