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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 16th of August 2024



1. Primary care capital grants 
2. Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccinations from 1 September 
3. Sign up to flu vaccinations services in Calculating Quality Reporting Systems (CQRS)
4. GP contract changes following government announcements 
5. New: Managed websites offer to general practice 
6. National Medical Examiner’s guidance for England and Wales
7. Sessional GP guidance on collective action
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NHS England primary care capital grants policy provides guidance on the contractual arrangements that apply for any primary care capital grant. It sets out responsibilities for GP contractors and ICBs and reflects existing processes and guidance. 
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2.Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccinations from 1 September

The NHS will be offering RSV vaccinations from 1 September to people aged 75-79 and to pregnant women from 28 weeks’ pregnancy to protect their baby. Please refer to this letter for further detail of the offer. This will be provided as an essential service through the GP contract, and practices will be required to offer and provide RSV vaccinations to those eligible.
NHS England has developed new guidance to support commissioners and practices to implement this new programme, published here. If practices or commissioners have any queries, please contact england.vacspolicyandcontracts@nhs.net.
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Practices that wish to participate in the seasonal and childhood influenza vaccination programmes for 2024/25 must sign up to CQRS as specified in 4.5 of the Influenza enhanced service specification. Practices who are yet to sign up to CQRS and would like to participate in the influenza programmes now have until 15 September 2024 to do so.
[bookmark: NO4]

4.GP contract changes following government announcements 

NHS England has written to general practice teams to outline how the funding and contract changes, following government’s announcements on doctors’ and dentists’ remuneration (DDRB) and the Additional Roles Reimbursement Scheme (ARRS), will be implemented.
Government has accepted the recommendations of the DDRB in full to uplift the pay elements of the practice contract by 6% (a further 4% in addition to the 2% already included in contract funding at the start of 2024/25), which will be backdated to 1 April 2024. The calculations mean global sum will be uplifted by at least 6% in 24/25.

The uplift to the Global Sum is calculated to cover all practice staff – not just GP partners and salaried GPs, which includes practice nurses, reception, management and other practice staff and it is expected that GP partners will honour the intent of this uplift and award the full pay rises to all their staff. Detailed information explaining the calculations of the uplift will be issued to practices shortly.

Work is now taking place to update the Statement of Financial Entitlements (SFE), so that the uplift can be passed on to practices as soon as possible. 
To help solve the immediate issue of GP unemployment amongst recently qualified GPs, additional funding of £82 million has also been announced to support the inclusion of recently qualified GPs in ARRS in 2024/25. Primary care networks (PCNs) will be able to draw down funding from October 2024. The exact criteria for employing GPs will be set out in a revised Network Contract DES specification, which NHS England will consult on with GPC England over the coming weeks. 
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5.New: Managed website offer to general practice

As part of an access improvement programme, the GP Provider Support Unit (GPPSU) is offering general practice in Birmingham and Solihull the opportunity to be part of a managed website offer, which will support practices with reducing workload, improving patient access and achieving cost savings. 
 
Over 100 Birmingham and Solihull GP practices have submitted an expression of interest for this offer, and the ICB's Digital team has been working with primary care leads to create a specification for procurement of a managed website service.
 
Following a procurement exercise, we are pleased to inform you that the successful supplier for this service is Agilio, formally known as Iatro. We wanted this service to deliver value for money, and Agilio has informed us of the following pricing structure for Birmingham and Solihull GP practices wishing to onboard: 
1st year: £295 – This will include setup and support, analytics and content sharing.
2nd year: £395 – If the practice decides to renew 

Next steps
Thank you to all those practices that previously expressed an interest in this offer. We are now looking for practices to confirm their intention to move to this service by completing the managed website scoping form by 23 August 2024.

Please note this opportunity is also open to those that did not previously express an interest, we request that those practices also complete the scoping form. This information will help us deliver to practices in a timely manner, avoiding any excessive exit fees.
 
For further information please email bsol.digital@nhs.net
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NHS England has published the National Medical Examiner’s Guidance for England and Wales. This document has been published in readiness for the start of the death certification reforms but is not for use until Monday 9 September 2024.
A written ministerial statement was published on Monday 29 July, by Baroness Merron confirming the new Government’s plan to continue with implementation of the death certification reforms and a statutory medical examiner system on 9 September 2024.
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The sessional committee have produced guidance for both locum and salaried GPs to support them in navigating phase one of GP collective action. This has been circulated to sessional GPs in our most recent newsletter.

Guidance for GP collective action bma.org.uk



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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