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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 23rd of August 2024


1. Data Request for Cloud Based Telephony Statistics 
2. Update re DDRB Report 2024 – Implications for General Practice 
3. COVID-19 vaccination programme for autumn 2024
4. New standard GMS, PMS and APMS contracts published 
5. Publications of shingles and flu technical guidance documents 
6. Record a Vaccination Service (RAVS) and maternal pertussis vaccinations 
7. Hot weather increases the risk of acute kidney injury 
8. New: Opt-out testing for HIV and hepatitis viruses to begin in Birmingham emergency departments 
9. New: Razor blades behind stickers













[bookmark: NO1]1.Data Request for Cloud Based Telephony Statistics

You will have received in your practice a request to share telephony data due to a Data Provision Notice. This email will have been sent to the main practice contact registered with the CQC.
GPCE have received additional documentation and messaging from NHSE on this issue. David Wrigley and Mark Coley met NHSE yesterday on the topic. They were given 24hrs notice of the data request and documentation associated with it.

They are now analysing the information they have been sent and will issue a further update with more information. At the present time we would ask that you defer deciding this week and await further communication from us.
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2.Update re DDRB Report 2024 - Implications for General Practice

NHS England/DHSC have now finalised how the 2024/25 DDRB award will be implemented.

Please find attached a letter from Dr Julius Parker, GPC England Deputy Chair, confirming the details.

Further guidance on how the DDRB uplift is applied to national practice contract baseline funding, and the impact the distribution formula then has for different practices, will be shared as soon as possible. This will include template slides for practices to use when informing staff.

We would remind you that your global sum was increased from £104.73 to £107.57 in April, so 2.7% uplift on core funding – this was also applied to our APMS contracts.


[bookmark: NO3]3.COVID-19 vaccination programme for autumn 2024

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) statement on the COVID-19 vaccination programme for autumn 2024 was published 2 August 2024. Read the advice for the autumn/winter 2024/25 campaign.

A joint flu and COVID-19 system letter regarding considerations and actions for regions and systems has been published on the NHS England website. Regions, systems and providers are asked to take the necessary actions to deliver successful Flu and COVID-19 A/W 2024/25 vaccination programmes.
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NHS England has published new standard General Medical Services (GMS), Personal Medical Services (PMS) and Alternative Provider Medical Services (APMS) contracts, along with their contract variation notices. The documentation incorporates changes made to the contract Regulations in May 2024 including the requirements for practices to share digital telephony data from 1st October and to register patients either through the online registration service or a new paper form from 30 October 2024.

These documents have been sent to commissioners for onward cascade to GP practices, to formally notify them of changes to their contracts.
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5.Publication of shingles and flu technical guidance documents

NHS England has published the following 2024/25 guidance documents for general practice:

Shingles Vaccination Programme technical guidance
Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Programme Enhance Service 2024/25 additional guidance on recording of influenza vaccination events, payments and collaboration 

The information contained within both these documents will support practices and commissioners in the delivery of the shingles and seasonal influenza services. They provide information on eligible cohorts, coding and recording vaccination events, claiming payment and working in collaboration to deliver shingles and influenza vaccinations.


[bookmark: NO6]6.Record a Vaccination Service (RAVS) and maternal pertussis vaccinations 

From 1 September 2024, maternity services will be using RAVS to record pertussis vaccinations. GPs will therefore no longer need to manually add these vaccination events to the patient record as the data will flow automatically.

The exact time when these vaccination events will be visible in the GP patient record will depend upon GP IT system supplier development. It is anticipated these vaccination events will be visible no later than 11 October, at which point any vaccinations given from 1 September will flow. There will be no changes to the flow of pertussis vaccination data from practices onto Immform.


[bookmark: NO7]7.Hot weather increases the risk of acute kidney injury 

New research from the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) shows that the risk of acute kidney injury increases significantly when daily temperatures climb above 25°C. In fact, acute kidney injury is 62% more likely at 32°C compared to 17°C.
Even small changes in kidney function can affect outcomes. The researchers suggest clinicians advise people with kidney disease to take precautions in warm weather. Find out more about this research.
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8.New: Opt-out testing for HIV and hepatitis viruses to begin in Birmingham emergency departments

From the Tuesday 3 September, all patients aged 16 and over attending the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham’s emergency department will be routinely tested for HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C infections if they are already having a blood test taken.

The successful introduction of this approach in 34 other emergency departments nationwide, has seen over 4,500 people being newly diagnosed with one of these blood borne viruses (BBV) who were previously unaware.

Following the success of the programme it is now being expanded to a further 47 sites across the UK with Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham’s emergency department being the first in the city to begin testing.

Testing at Heartlands and Good Hope Hospitals Emergency Departments will begin later in the year.
All results will be handled in confidence by a dedicated team of healthcare professionals specialising in HIV and hepatitis testing and treatment. Patients will not need to do anything extra. If they are already having blood tests taken, they will automatically be tested unless they opt out.   
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9.New: Razor blades behind stickers

We have been alerted that National Front stickers are being placed at locations on the national network or around and in stations. When staff went to remove them, they found razor blades stuck behind the stickers. 

It appears that this has been designed to injure those who try to remove the stickers. 

This is not a new tactic; it has been used in the past by a variety of individuals/groups. If stickers are found please proceed with caution as you cannot see the blades until you start to remove the sticker.

To keep people safe from this potential harm, please do not try to remove them.

What you should do 
Raise awareness of this risk with your teams
Report any incidents of this type to the British Transport Police on 0800 40 50 40, text 61016 or use Report | British Transport Police www.btp.police.uk






Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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