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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 2nd of August 2024





1. New: Tackling violence against women and girls 
2. New: Whooping Cough Vaccination 
3. Medicine Extra – Shared Care Agreements (ESCAs) update 
4. Letter from the ICO regarding reporting obligations for data controllers following the recent loss of access to EMIS
5. GPC ENGLAND FINANCE HEALTH CHECK WEBINAR 
6. New GPCE guidance on Pas working in general practice 
7. Update on DDRB and ARRS from the Secretary of State – steps to better support general practice 
8. GP collective action
9. Planned updates to improve patient contact details on NHS App
10. New guidance for Primary Care Capital Grants 







[bookmark: NO1]1.New: Tackling violence against women and girls

The Police and Crime Commissioner, Simon Foster, has stated that tackling violence against women and girls remains a top priority for him, details of which can be found on the WMPCC website.

West Midlands Police has also renewed its pledge to tackle violence against women and girls, with a newly published 2024 strategy. West Midlands Police have also published an impact report which outlines improvements made over the past three years.







[bookmark: NO2]2.New: Whooping Cough Vaccination

Pertussis cases continue to rise rapidly and sadly there have been nine infant deaths since the current outbreak began in November last year. The NHS is encouraging staff who meet pregnant women to signpost or offer the pertussis vaccination at every opportunity.

GP practices are asked to help promote the vaccine in pregnancy campaign. New communications resources to support pertussis vaccine uptake in pregnancy, in partnership with the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, and the Royal College of Midwives, are available here.


[bookmark: NO3]3.Medicines Extra - Shared Care Agreements (ESCAs) update

Please find attached document for your information.  


[bookmark: NO4]4.Letter from the ICO regarding reporting obligations for data controllers following the recent loss of access to EMIS

GPCE have now heard back from the ICO about data controllers' reporting obligations because of the 'availability breach' affecting EMIS practices on 19th July 2024 and subsequent days. The good news is that there is now no need for individual practices in England to report this breach. The ICO has worked with NHS England to deal with this obligation centrally.

Both David Wrigley and I are pleased with the ICO's rapid response to our letter sent last week given the pressure some ICBs were starting to place on practices to self-report.  The ICO's and Davids letter is attached for your information.  

Best wishes,

Mark Coley
BMA Sessional Committee & GPC UK
GPCE Digital, IT & Data Policy Lead











[bookmark: NO5]5.GPC ENGLAND FINANCE HEALTH CHECK WEBINAR

Feeling flat after the DDRB announcement?

Join us for our webinar to be held on *Wed 7th Aug 12.30 – 2.00pm with AISMA & IGPM*

Help your practice with our Finance Health Check

Find out:

How to improve income
Stay on top of finances
Good practice management

*Sign up here* 
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshorturl.at%2FDVWqv&data=05%7C02%7Cbirmingham.lmc%40nhs.net%7C14719cf079e741c97e3e08dcb0dc62b2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638579707794798754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XBVg7l9gPsvKxLPWrPKMFhGnR9Lk1aHNgq%2BfAP0%2Fd9A%3D&reserved=0

The GPCE Team


[bookmark: NO6]6.New GPCE guidance on PAs working in general practice

GPC England has today published guidance to help standardise practice and reduce variation in how physician associates (PAs) work within the general practice setting. It aims to provide a framework to support physician associates to work safely in general practice, for patients, their employers, and GP supervisors.  It has been designed to complement the scope of practice and supervision guidance already published by the BMA and should also be read in conjunction with GPC England’s Focus on MAPs in general practice. 











[bookmark: NO7]7.Update on DDRB and ARRS from the Secretary of State - steps to better support general practice

Today, the Secretary of State, Wes Streeting, has written to GPs outlining two important next steps to better support general practice.
Government is accepting and funding in full the Pay Review Body for Doctors’ and Dentists’ Remuneration (DDRB) pay recommendations, an above inflation 6% increase for GPs and their teams.

The GP contract will be amended to uplift the pay elements of the contract by a further 4%, in addition to the 2% already included in contract funding, which will be backdated to April 2024. This is the first real-term increase for years, and NHS England and DHSC will work to ensure this funding gets to practices as soon as possible.

In addition, in response to calls from professional groups to add other staff to the additional roles reimbursement scheme (ARRS), government has agreed to add GPs to ARRS, with additional funding. This is an emergency measure that will be targeted at recently qualified GPs to address current challenges around recruitment.

This measure does not impact existing ARRS staff because recruitment of GPs will use ring-fenced funding - and continuing to build on the success of multi-disciplinary teams is vital to support delivery of proactive care.  Some nurses are already within the scheme, but it is recognised other nurses are not included and therefore this will be reviewed.

These two measures are important steps in making general practice more sustainable and NHS England and DHSC will now work together with GPs and general practices to find longer term solutions to address the challenges the sector faces.
Further information about the contractual changes following the announcements on DDRB and ARRS will be sent to practices shortly. 


[bookmark: NO8]8.GP collective action

The BMA has balloted GP contractors/partners in England through a non-statutory ballot with voting in favour of collective action. NHS England has developed information for patients, including answers to frequently asked questions, to help ICBs and general practice teams explain action and manage impact.








[bookmark: NO9]
9.Planned updates to improve patient contact details on NHS App

In line with continued efforts to improve patient contact details, NHS England will shortly begin contacting a small number of patients with out-of-date contact details via the NHS App to request that they update their information.
Patients who need to take action will be prompted to update their email address and/or mobile number in the NHS App, helping to eliminate bounce-back messages and reduce the number of missed appointments.
GP practices are asked to encourage patients to download the NHS App when attending a GP appointment, turn on notifications and manage their own details online. 


[bookmark: NU10]10.New guidance for Primary Care Capital Grants

NHS England provides capital grants for primary care premises, including GP practices. These grants are governed by specific powers under the NHS Act 2006. The new Primary Care Capital Grants Policy provides guidance on the contractual arrangements that apply for any primary care capital grant, regardless of the source of capital, and sets out responsibilities for GP contractors, ICBs, regional and national teams. The policy reflects existing processes and guidance. Teams are encouraged to read the legislation and process.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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