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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 9th of August 2024




1. PCN Section 96 Grant Agreement Guidance 
2. Launch of the General Practice Staff Survey 
3. Decline to Treat & BMA Guidance around safe working & template letters – pushing back on inappropriate workload 
4. GPC England Update – GP Local Action Tracker Survey – England 



















[bookmark: NO1]1.PCN Section 96 Grant Agreement Guidance

Following a request from LMCs, some guidance on the S96 grant agreement being sent to practices to participate in NHS England’s new PCN test pilots has been developed by GPC, with advice from legal counsel.

Please find a summary of the main points of the advice attached.  If you have any questions, contact the LMC and we shall endeavour to get answers for you.  




[bookmark: NO2]2.Launch of the General Practice Staff Survey 

If you are completing the BSol General Practice Staff Survey, please note that practices will require a response threshold of 10 staff members, so any practices that have fewer responses than this will not receive a practice level report of their results


[bookmark: NO3]3.Decline to Treat & BMA Guidance around safe working & template letters - pushing back on inappropriate workload

Due to the collective action, we thought it would be useful to remind practices of the following (and attached):

DECLINE TO TREAT TEMPLATE - attached.
MANAGING WORKLOAD/SAFE WORKING IN GENERAL PRACTICE - link below.
PUSHING BACK ON INAPPROPRIATE WORKLOAD - link below.

https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices/managing-workload/safe-working-in-general-practice

https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices/managing-workload/pushing-back-on-inappropriate-workload


[bookmark: NO4]4.GPC England Update - GP Local Action Tracker Survey – England

We were delighted with the overwhelming success of the recent GPC England non-statutory ballot, where 98.3% of GP contractors in England who are BMA members and returned their ballot, voted to take collective action as outlined in the BMA GP Survival Toolkit. We now need your support in monitoring the local participation with the action. 

GPC are seeking one response per practice, please check with practice colleagues whether the tracker survey has already been completed on behalf of your practice. The expectation is that practice managers will be best placed to respond to these weekly surveys. 
The data collected will then be used to monitor the participation with the different types of action across the country, and as a lobbying tool to demonstrate the level of participation in collective action.  Please be assured, that no identifiable data will be created as a result of this survey. 

Surveys will be sent weekly on Monday, with a deadline of 5pm on Sunday for practices to complete. This process will repeat each week, and we (Birmingham LMC) will ensure that all future surveys are delivered to practices each Monday to ensure you have time to complete.  
Please find the link for this week’s survey below:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMA_GP_Action_Tracking_5-11Aug



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/

Birmingham Local Medical Committee – Newsletter 
image1.jpeg
Birmingham

LOCAL MEDICAL COMMITTEE

Supporting the Business of General Practice




