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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 9th of September 2024


1. RSV vaccination campaign launches 
2. New: General Practice Improvement Programme – Phase 4 (Final Phase Sign Up)
3. New referral pathway into Children and Young People’s Gender Services
4. COVID-19 At Risk Patient data collection – additional legal basis for delivery of the seasonal flu vaccination programme 
5. COVID-19 vaccinations for frontline healthcare (FHCWs) for AW24/25
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This week the NHS started offering the RSV vaccine for the first time to pregnant women and older adults aged 75-79. Practices are reminded to aim to vaccinate as many 75-79-year-olds as possible during September and October. To help support the offer there are invite templates on GOV.UK and a range of communications materials including posters and digital screens available on the Campaign Resource Centre. 
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The General Practice Improvement Programme (GPIP) offers practical, hands-on support tailored specifically for your needs. The delivery partner for NHS Birmingham and Solihull is the Royal College of General Practitioners. Here’s how the programme can benefit you: 
Gain understanding and control: Enhance your ability to manage and streamline practice operations.
Effective systems and processes: Ensure your systems work efficiently and effectively for your practice.

Optimise care navigation and triage: Improve patient experience in accessing the right care.
Reduce team stress: Alleviate stress on your practice team, fostering a more productive and positive work environment.

The support is designed with the sole intention of helping to improve the way your practice operates on a day-to-day basis, looking at the challenges faced in the here and now, with the aim of implementing improvements that benefit your staff and patients. The programme looks at a variety of practice areas including access, capacity management, clinical and back office functions and the processes around how your practice operates. 
 
The programme is delivered initially over 13 weeks, with the option to add a further 3 or 6 sessions if required. The offer is available for all practices and encourage your participation in the final phase of the programme.
 
To sign up please follow the steps below:  

View the webinar that has taken place previously by clicking here
Review and sign the attached agreement (Word) by Wednesday 18 September 2024 to ruqaiyah.khatoun@nhs.net
 Note: You must view the webinar above to be able to access the programme, and once you have, you will just need to complete the short agreement form to put your practice forward.
 
If you have any questions in the meantime, then please get in touch with Ruqaiyah Khatoun, Project Officer, GP Provider Support Unit.
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In keeping with advice from the Cass Review, from 1 September new referrals into Children and Young people’s Gender Services must be first directed to either Children and Young people’s Mental Health services or to Community or Hospital Paediatric services.
Although GPs cannot refer directly into the gender service, it is likely that primary care service providers will be first point of contact for children, young people and their families, and so need to be aware of this new referral pathway. The Gender Experience Summary form available on the national referral support service website can be helpful to guide initial assessments with young people and their parents, and improve the information provided to secondary care services. Further information can be found in the Primary Care section of the Referral Pathway for Specialist Service for Children and Young People with Gender Incongruence.
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The COVID-19 At Risk Patients data collection supports the COVID-19 and seasonal flu vaccination programmes, which are broadly aligned with regards to people in the clinical risk groups and where possible, are co-administered. NHS England has updated the Data Provision Notice for the collection to make it clear the collection supports both COVID-19 and flu vaccinations, whether vaccines are co-administered or not. The DPN has also been updated to set out the separate legal basis for NHSE to continue to use the data to support seasonal flu vaccinations where this is not co-administered with COVID-19 vaccinations. The changes also reflect the re-issue and the merger of NHS Digital into NHSE from 1 February 2023.
There is no action required in response to the updated DPN. The data collected has not changed, nor the purposes for which the collection is used.
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5.COVID-19 vaccinations for frontline healthcare workers (FHCWs) for AW24/25

The system letter published on 15 August 2024 has confirmed that FHCWs (including social care and care home staff) are authorised and announced as a public cohort by the Commissioner. Employers of FHCWs should offer vaccinations to their staff or signpost them to a convenient COVID-19 vaccination site. Only providers contracted with the GP Essential Services, CP Essential Services, or public schedules will be paid for vaccinating FHCWs. Trusts who are contracted with only the non-public schedules can choose to vaccinate their staff rather than directing to an alternative provider but will not be paid for this activity.

Supporting individuals released early from prison as part of initiative to help tackle prison pressures

Please note the “Pre-Registration” requirements for offenders being released from prison early.  Please could you contact the LMC if you have any ongoing issues with this new request.
While health and justice commissioners and providers work closely with His Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service and NHS colleagues to support safe release, general practice and community pharmacy play an important role. 

Please see this letter published on Monday outlining key information ensuring GP practices and community pharmacy are ready to support individuals being released early from prison as part of the initiative to help tackle prison pressures. Support is needed to ensure continuity of care for individuals released early from prison as part of a Ministry of Justice measure to help relieve prison capacity pressures. Those eligible will be released from prisons across England on 10 September 2024 and 22 October 2024.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.





Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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