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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 25th of October 2024


1. New: BCHC spirometry pilot 
2. New: Local practice recognised for outstanding contribution to general practice 
3. Reminder: Changes to ASD referrals 
4. Frontline health and social care worker winter vaccine eligibility 
5. Reminder – updated guidance on the use of NHSNoReply 
6. LMC Update from GPC 
7. Sessional GP newsletter 
8. Second tranche of individuals released early from prison as part of initiative to help tackle prison pressures
9. Supporting GP registration for people experiencing homelessness (PEH)
10. New: Implementation of NICE guidance on Continuous Glucose Monitoring (CGM)
11. Collective Action – Information Sharing Session















[bookmark: NO1]1.New: BCHC spirometry pilot

BCHC has been offering spirometry services to East, South, Central and North localities as part of a pilot set up in 2022/23. The pilot is now coming to an end, and all referrals will cease to be accepted from 31 October 2024, with only agreed contractual arrangements available to primary care.

In the meantime, the ICB is working with our Respiratory Clinical leads to develop a longer-term spirometry service offer. As soon as plans are finalised, the details will be circulated.




[bookmark: NO2]2.New: Local practice recognised for outstanding contribution to general practice

Last week, Sophia Raja, Managing Partner at Yardley Wood Health Centre, won a PMA award for Outstanding Contribution to General Practice - congratulations!



[bookmark: NO3]3.Reminder: Changes to ASD referrals

The Neurodevelopmental Pathway are improving the way we gather all information, including referrals, from professionals and families with the launch of One Portal. This letter provides more details on what this means for referrers and families.


[bookmark: NO4]4.Frontline health and social care worker winter vaccine eligibility

[bookmark: NO5]All frontline health and social care workers who have contact with patients should now be offered the flu vaccine through their employer.

Please be advised that NHS England does not reimburse flu vaccination of healthcare workers outside of provider-led occupational health services. There are circumstances where frontline staff, employed by specific social care providers without access to employer-led occupational health schemes, can access the flu vaccine through the NHS free of charge.

Eligible individuals can self-declare for COVID-19 and flu vaccination on the National Booking Service.

Communications materials to support winter vaccination uptake among frontline professionals are now available to download from the Campaign Resource Centre.


5.Reminder – updated guidance on the use of NHSNoReply

Earlier this year, NHS England shared updated National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) guidance, which aims to reduce the number of SMS Sender IDs used across the NHS, to ensure that the sender ID reflects the service that the patient is using and reduce the risk of bounce-back messages.
On behalf of NCSC, please could all primary care organisations using SMS messages enforce the use of the chosen combination ‘NHSNoReply’ SMS sender ID only and that all other variations (such as nhs noreply, NHS NOREPLY and NHS-NoReply), are blocked from 5 November 2024.
Currently, only variations of NHSNoReply are being reviewed. Other Sender IDs and telephone numbers will not be impacted. For more information, please visit the NCSC website, or contact the HCSC Telecoms team to request a workshop.



[bookmark: NO6]6.LMC Update from GPC

Please find attached Birmingham LMC updates from the GPC.  



[bookmark: NO7]7.Sessional GP newsletter

Please find attached Sessional GP newsletter for your information. 



[bookmark: NO8]8.Second tranche of individuals released early from prison as part of initiative to help tackle prison pressures

Following last month’s early release of prisoners under the Government’s initiative to reduce pressure across the prison estate, the second tranche of prisoners were released on Tuesday 22 October 2024.
His Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service and NHS colleagues together with general practice and community pharmacy will continue to play an important role. Please see this letter outlining key information ensuring GP practices and community pharmacy are ready to support individuals being released early from prison. Support is needed to ensure continuity of care for individuals released early from prison as part of this Ministry of Justice measure to help relieve prison capacity pressures.

In instances of recently released prisoners with no fixed abode, where a patient has vulnerabilities, they should be referred to probation services, where access to emergency funds may be available to support emergency accommodation. NHS England would like to thank service providers for their continuing support, hard work and commitment.

















[bookmark: NO9]9.Supporting GP registration for people experiencing homelessness (PEH)

One of the challenges in supporting people experiencing homelessness (PEH) is ensuring that they register with a GP practice. NHS England has developed a training resource aimed at GP practice staff to support awareness of homelessness and GP registration as part of improving access to General Practice.
The training programme has been developed in collaboration with key stakeholders and advocates for PEH. This is now live.
People without previous access to the eLearning hub will require access to the training. Below are the links to access the programme:

Programme on Learning Hub
Programme page

This is an opportunity for NHS England to support the registration of PEH with this resource and would appreciate the support to encourage PEH to register with a GP when health topics arise.



[bookmark: NU10]10.New: Implementation of NICE guidance on Continuous Glucose Monitoring (CGM)

At the October meeting of the BSol Investment Committee, a paper was presented on prescribing of Continuous Glucose Monitoring (CGM) to patients with type 2 diabetes receiving insulin. We can confirm that the committee has approved an expansion of the cohorts eligible to receive CGM to include women with type 2 diabetes (receiving insulin) during their pregnancy”. An updated ICB Commissioning Policy will shortly be uploaded onto the ICB website. 



[bookmark: NU11]11.Collective Action - Information Sharing Session

Please find attached presentation on the Information Sharing session in relation to Collective Action.  If you would like any further updates or have any questions, then please do let us know.  



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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