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[bookmark: NO1]1.FOR THE ATTENTION OF EMIS PRACTICES ONLY.  

Please find attached letter to all GPs and Practice Managers, confirming Changes to the current process for electronic transfer of immunisation results from West Midlands General Practices to the Child Health Information Service (CHIS), for your information.  
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Local Medical Committees (LMCs) can speak on behalf of GPs, practices, and patients but may not engage in or encourage industrial action. LMCs are democratically elected, representing all GPs at all levels. But LMCs are not trade unions and do not have the protections of industrial relations legislation (this is the remit of the BMA and other unions). Whilst we are free to speak up on behalf of GPs, practices, and patients when others cannot, we cannot engage in discussions around, or support for, industrial action.

At BLMC we recognise the significant pressures on both the health system, and the increasingly unbearable pressure on the staff within it. For further information regarding planned industrial action by NHS staff please see:

BMA GP information and resources
BMA GP communications for practices and patients
Industrial action information from NHS England
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This Remembrance, RCGP and NHS England urge GP practices to become veteran friendly accredited. The Veteran Friendly Accreditation scheme is a quick-to-implement, free support programme providing the general practice team with a simple process for identifying, understanding and supporting UK Armed Forces veterans and, where appropriate, referring them to specialist healthcare services.

These include Op COURAGE: The Veterans Mental Health and Wellbeing Service, Op RESTORE: The Veterans Physical Health and Wellbeing Service and OP Nova: Supporting Veterans in the Justice System. With Remembrance period difficult for some veterans, unaccredited practices are encouraged to sign up here, to help ensure patients who have served their country get the care that’s right for them.
98% of Primary Care Networks currently have at least one veteran friendly accredited GP practice 
and the remaining PCNs are encouraged to sign up to meet the ambition of 100% coverage.
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Accessing healthcare can be a challenge for vulnerable migrants in temporary accommodation. Language and communication barriers can also increase access issues. To address this, NHS England has developed translated GP transfer cards in more than 30 languages. These cards have now been published and can be accessed through this link NHS England » GP registration transfer cards.
The purpose of these cards is to improve continuity of care and prevent duplication of GP registration by supporting individuals to re-register as soon as possible after they relocate. The use of these cards is not limited to vulnerable migrants, they can be used by anyone for whom English is an additional language.
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Thank you to every practice now taking part in our collective action to protect our patients and practices. These actions have already, and will continue to, make a difference: they are safe, sustainable, and do not breach your contract. Most importantly, these actions are turning up the pressure on the Government to do the right thing for patients and general practice. We are the bedrock of the NHS, but our services have been driven to near collapse.
We need you to take action to protect our patients and protect our practices.
Focus on: patient appointments
We are producing more guidance around individual collective actions to support practices in undertaking specific actions. This week we are focusing on patient appointments.
Watch our collective action video on patient appointments 
This two-minute video shows GPC England colleagues’ views on this specific collective action. We are asking you to consider extending patient appointments to give patients more time to address their health concerns and create a sustainable working day for GPs and stop supporting the system at the expense of your patients, practice and staff.  
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This week’s budget announcement has left GP partners hugely concerned about the significant rise in employment costs from April 2025 and the impact this will have on their practice. For many the cost of these changes to national insurance contributions and the lowering of the threshold will be a hammer blow to practice finances. Previously, these cost increases have been fully compensated, but Treasury officials have said there will be no reimbursement this time.
This is completely unacceptable and as a GP partner myself, I know how stressful and difficult announcements like this can be. We are NHS GPs and have been in partnerships since the inception of the NHS and all we are asking is to be treated like all other parts of the NHS who will see these costs reimbursed. We are not like traditional businesses who have shareholders or who can increase their costs when increased expenses arise, and we are making this quite clear to Government and their officials.
We need the Government to rapidly change its mind, and you can help us put pressure on it by writing to your local MP using our online tool. 
The chancellor has publicly committed to ‘no reduction in spending powers across the NHS’, which, we have been told, includes NHS general practice. However, at the same time the Treasury has been saying that GP practices may not be compensated in full. We need clarity and certainty, not promises and conjecture.    
We are on your side, and we are doing all we can to sort this problem out and make the Government see sense.       
GPC England is due to meet on 14 November and the conference of England LMCs is taking place on 22 November, where discussions will be taking place on the flexibilities and asks within the £22bn headline budget figure, as well as the insufficient capital around estate and premises commitments. The team is aware of the concerns of practices and want to assure you that we have this at the top of our agenda.
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The latest BMA GP opinion survey is open. This annual survey gathers GPs’ views on current issues and opportunities facing general practice, helping to influence and inform this year’s contract negotiations in addition to our longer-term strategy of promoting and protecting the future of general practice. 
The survey is open to all GPs in England, including partners, salarieds, locums, and GP registrars at ST3 and above. It is open to GPs working in all settings and practices, wider primary care roles, trusts, urgent care, and secure or out-of-hours settings.
Participants do not need to be a member of the BMA to participate but we will need a GMC number to ensure that responses are coming from eligible GPs based in England. All responses will be anonymised.
The survey will close on Monday, 11 November, at 9am. We urge you to complete the survey as soon as possible, to ensure GPC England’s negotiating position is made as strong as possible.
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Flu vaccinations for practice staff
As in previous years, under the terms of the flu enhanced service, practices are able to provide flu vaccination to their patient-facing staff. Unfortunately, while these will not be eligible for an item of service payment due to an NHSE decision, such vaccinations will be covered under CNSGP.


[bookmark: NO9]9.Flu vaccinations for locum GPs
Locum GPs are also eligible to receive free flu vaccination under the flu enhanced service. While this may be received from their registered practice, under the terms of the ES they do not need to be a registered patient in order to receive the vaccination, and so may receive it from their substantive workplace, if applicable, and vaccinations provided to locum GPs are eligible for an item of service payment, as with other patient cohorts. Further guidance on this, including how such vaccinations should be recorded, is available on the NHS England website.
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At the UEMO (European Union of General Practitioners) autumn general assembly in Brussels over the weekend of 19 Oct, UEMO published a statement expressing its concern with the deployment of MAPs (medical associate professionals). The statement calls on governments across Europe to legislate prohibiting the unsupervised initial assessment, unverified diagnosis, treatment, and discharge of the undifferentiated patient by MAPs. The statement was proposed by our own committee member, UEMO vice president and head of the UK delegation, Peter Holden and was agreed to unanimously.
The statement goes on to unequivocally support the ethos that holistic cost-effective family medicine requires continuity of care primarily delivered by substantively appointed generalist professionals in (small and locally based) organisations acting as the first point of contact for patients, and which holds the patient’s lifetime record of care and draws in specialist skills as judged clinically necessary.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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